


We believe in one true God (Rom. 3:29-31, 1 Cor. 8:4-6, Eph. 4:6, Heb. 11:6)
The Father Almighty (1 Cor. 8:6, Rev. 1:8)

Maker of heaven and earth (Gen. Ch. 1&2, Ex. 20:11)

and of all things visible and invisible (Jer. 32:17. Col. 1:16)

And in the one Lord (Acts 10:36) Jesus (Matt. 1:21) Christ (John 4:25-26),

the only-begotten Son of God (John 1:14),

begotten of the Father before all worlds (1 John 4:9),

Light of Light, very God of very God (John 1:4, 5:18, 12:35-37, 1 John 1:5-7),

begotten, not made (John 8:58),

being of the same substance with the Father (John 10:30);

and by whom all things were made (John 1:3);

+ who for us men and for our salvation (Mat 1:21) came down from heaven (John 3:31),
+ and was incarnate of the Holy Virgin Mary, Mother of God (Luke 2:6),

by the Holy Ghost (Luke 1:35), and became man (John 1:14);

+ and was crucified for us (Mark. 15:25) in the days of Pontius Pilate (Matt. 27:22-26);
and suffered, and died, and was buried (Matt 27:50-60);

And the third day rose again (Matt 28:6) according to His will (1 Cor. 15:4),

and ascended into heaven (Luke 24:51), and sat on the right side of the Father (Mark 16:19);
and shall come again in His great glory (Matt. 25:31),

to judge both the quick and the dead (2 Tim. 4:1);

whose kingdom shall have no end (Luke 1:33);

And in the one living Holy Spirit (John 14:26),

the life-giving Lord of all (Is. 6:8, Acts 28:25, Rom. 8:2, 2 Cor, 3:6, 17&18),

who proceeds from the Father (John 15:26):

and who with the Father and the Son is worshipped and glorified (Rev. 4:8),
who spoke by the Prophets and Apostles (2 Peter 1:21);

And in the One (John 10:16), Holy (Eph 5:26,27, 2 Peter 2:5&9),

Catholic (Rom. 10:18 “Catholic’ means universal or comprehensive, as well as “relating to the ancient
undivided Christian church”) and Apostolic (Eph. 2:20) Church;

and we acknowledge one Baptism (Eph. 4:5) for the remission of sins (Acts 2:38),
and look forward to the resurrection of the dead (Rom 6:5),

and the new life in the world to come (Mat. 25:34., Rev. 21:1-7). Amen.



St. Mary the Mother of God

Among all the saints of the Church, St. Mary occupies a preeminent position. This prominence is
the consequence of her role as the Mother of God (Theotokos), a title that was underscored by
the Ecumenical Council of Ephesus (A.D. 431) and firmly establishing it in the spirituality of the
Church. St. Mary thus appears not only as the person who was favored to bear the Son of God,
but because of her acquiescence to God's offer, she represents the pinnacle of synergy, the pro-
cess by which human beings cooperate with God for the advancement of the salvific plan. Thus,
she represents the reversal of the fatal fall of Eve in the Garden of Eden, and so is also given the
designation “the second Eve.”

In the iconographic tradition of the Church, St. Mary is usually presented as holding in her arms
the child Jesus. Similarly, in the hymns which focus on St. Mary, she is asked to intercede to
her Son, affirming the biblical principle that there is only one Mediator between God the Father
and humankind. The Church teaches that there is only one person, Jesus Christ, who has been
exempt from the taint of humankind's sin. The Orthodox Church neither believe in the immaculate
conception of St. Mary, nor her special mediatory role alongside Jesus Christ in the salvation of
humankind.

“For, behold, henceforth all generations will call me blessed” (Lk. 1:48).
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St. Thomas the Apostle

St. Thomas was one of the twelve Apostles of Jesus Christ. He was also called Didymos, which
mean ‘twin" because of the paired fingers of his hand. The Bible partrays him as a man of bravery
and of strong attachment to his Teacher. Jesus made the revelation that ‘I'm the way, the truth
and the life" (St. John 14:6) as an answer to a question of St. Thomas.

After resurrection, when Jesus appeared before his apostles, St. Thomas was not present there.
When his colleagues told him later that they saw Jesus, he was reluctant to believe that. He
declared that “unless | see the nail marks in his hands and put my finger where the nails were,
and put my hand into his side, | will not believe it” (St. John 20:26). It was his earnest desire to
see his resurrected Master. Jesus granted this wish with an appearance again before the group
in which St. Thomas was also present. Jesus invited him to put his fingers on his wounds and get
convinced. In the ecstasy of that moment, St. Thomas addressed Jesus “My Lord and My God”
— a basic creed of Christian faith. The tradition is that when St. Thomas put his paired fingers in
Jesus' wounds those paired fingers got separated and that the other apostles kissed his hand,
which touched the resurrected Jesus Christ. The Christian practice of kissing the hands of bishops
and priests originated from this.

Christianity in India was founded by Saint Thomas the Apostle, during his ministry from 52 AD — 72 AD.
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Saint Geevarghese Mar Gregorios of Parumala

Saint Geevarghese Mar Gregorios of Parumala is popularly known as ‘Parumala Thirumeni’. Mar Gre-
gorios was born on 15th June 1848 in the Chathuruthy family at Mulamthuruthy in Kerala. He was
given the baptismal name ‘Geevarghese’. He was ordained as a reader-deacon (Korooyo) on 14th
Sept. 1858 at the age of ten and full deacon, priest and cor-episcopa within few months in 1865. Mar
Gregorios was only 28 years when he was made a bishop. Mar Gregorios took charge of the Niranam
Diocese and started staying at Parumala. Mar Gregorios engaged in a threefold activity of tireless ser-
vice for the church: Diocesan administration, Ministerial formation of deacons, Missionary witness of
the church through inner spiritual and theological consolidation, along with evangelical reaching out.

Mar Gregorios believed that the church should engage in educational activity especially to facilitate
primary education and English teaching without discriminating gender or religion. Accordingly he start-
ed schools at various places in Kerala. The missionary task of the Church was also evinced by his out-
reach programme to the socially down trodden communities. He also organized evangelical awakening
programme for non-Christians at various places under the leadership of the Seminary students.

Mar Gregorios had health issues and treatments proved futile and slowly became physically weaker
and weaker. He left the earthly abode on 2nd November 1902. The many testimonies to the saintly
intercession of Mar Gregorios made Parumala Church and the tomb a centre of pilgrimage. In 1947
Mar Gregorios of blessed memory was declared a saint by the Holy Church.



St. Geevarghese Mar Dionysius Vattasseril

St. Geevarghese Mar Dionysius was born on 31st October 1858 in the Vattasseril family of Mallappally
in Kerala. In 1876, while still a high school student, he was ordained as a sub deacon by H. H. Peter Ill.
In 1879 Dn. Geevarghese was ordained as a full deacon and in 1880 he was ordained as a priest by St.
Gregorios of Parumala.

Inrecognition of his incredible expertise in Syriac and theology he was designated as Malankara Malpan.
He edited and published the order of Church worship to be used by the ordinary faithful for meaningful
participation in worship and also authored the “Doctrines of the Church”. In 1903, he was tonsured as
Ramban (monk) and in 1908 consecrated as H. G. Geevarghese Mar Dionysius Metropolitan.

In 1909 he became the Malankara Metropolitan and led the Church until he left this earthly abode on
23rd February 1934.

Mar Dionysius is popularly known as Malankara Sabha Bhasuran (The Great Luminary of Malankara
Orthodox Church). He shined like a bright light for the Church during her dark and tumultuous times and
possessed the vision to bring the Church triumphantly from the bonds of foreign oppression.

The unique and historic contribution of Mar Dionysius is the establishment of Catholicate in Malankara
in 1912 and the formation of a Church constitution in 1934. The Catholicate is the symbol of self-identity
and independence of the Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church.

On 23rd February, 2003 he was declared saint by the Holy Church.

Our Church in New Zealand became the 1st Church in the Madras diocese and 2nd in the entire Malan-
kara Orthodox Syrian Church to be dedicated in his blessed memory.
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ST. DIONYSIUS INDIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH

Auckland, New Zealand Inc. [cc40755)
55 Keeling Road, Henderson, Auckland — 0612
Contact : P - 9485215 | M - 027 5814215 | www.sdioc.org
email - stdionysius@hotmail.com, vicar@sdioc.org
under the Holy Apostolic See of St.Thomas and the Catholicate of the East
of the Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church, India

OFFICE BEARERS

PARISH MANAGING COMMITTEE (2014-15)

President & Vicar . Rev. Fr.Biju Mathai Pulickal

Trustee (Kaikkaran) . E. Mathew Jacob

Secretary . Oommen Philips

Committee Members . Jilo Jose, K. Beno Samuel, Sajan Uthup Saji Pappen, Shirli John Varghese
Auditor . Isaac Cherian

Malankara Suriyani Christiani Association member: Chacko Thomas

Sunday School
Head Master: John Varghese, Teachers: Annamma Philip, Animole Sajan, Asha Alex, Reena Biji, Bibi Mary Sabu, Bobby Thomas, Sajan
Uthup, Sherli John, Sneha Varghese, Steffy Beno.

Youth Movement & MGOCSM

Secretary: Kevin Santosh

Women's league
Secretary: Bibi Mary Sabu, Treasurer: Lizy Samuel

Prayer Group

Secretary: Chacko Thomas

Event Co-ordinator
Navin Paul

Dionysius Young Couple Association
Secretary: Pratheesh Kurien

CHURCH BUILDING COMMITTEE

General Convener: John Varghese

Conveners:

Advisory : K.N. Varughese, Oommen Philips Publicity & Souvenir . Manoj Philip, Sunil Abraham
Finance © Saji Pappen, Isaac Cherian Project Managers . Saji Mathew, Isaac Cherian
Technical . Saji Mathew, Philip Ayyamplackal Project Coordinator . Saji Pappen
CONSECRATION COMMITTEE

General Convener: Philip Ayyamplackal

Reception & Program

Convener: K. Beno Samuel, Members : Aivy Kurien, Anita Saju, Biji Mathew, Bobby Thomas, Cibi Mathai, Denoy John, Jean Santosh,
Jim Jacob, Lizy Samuel, Molly Varghese, Nicky Bobby, Pratheesh Kurien, ~ Reena Biji, Sajan Uthup, Saju K Simon, Sen Cherian Thomas,
Thomson Chacko, Renjith Paul.

Consecration Service

Convener: Chacko Thomas, Members: Aby Varghese, Alwyn Raj, Annamma Thomas, Annie Rajan, Georgy Mattackal, Georgin Raju, Joby
Joseph, Kevin Santhosh, Lathish mon Thankachen, Liji Jilo, Lini Thomas, Manju Issac, Rajan Mathew, Raju Varghese, Ryan Jacob, Rohith
Vibu, Santosh John, Shalu Anna Babu, Sijo Mathews, Sudhin Rajan.

Souvenir

Convener: Manoj Philip, Chief Editor: K.N. Varughese, Members: Annamma Philip, David Thankachen

Food, Hygiene & Decorations

Convener: Bibi Mary Sabu, Members: Animole Sajan, Annamma Philip, Asha Alex, Babu.M.K, Bibin Bose, Biju Mathew, Bincy Jacob, Bincy
Navin, Cicil Renjith, David Thankachan, Jim Jacob, Leena Saju, Liji Raju, Lizy Samuel, Manju Saji, Mini Thankachen, Molly Varghese, Sabu
Skaria, Simi Alwin, Simmi Georgy, Teena Biju, Tessy Biju, Vava Jacob, Renjith Paul.

Transportation & Logistics
Convener: Ashok Varghese, Members: Alex Mathew, Alwyn Raj, Georgy Mattackal, Isaac Cherian, Jilo Jose, K.N. Varughese, Raju Var-
ghese, Santosh John, Sen Cherian Thomas.



Website: www.mosc.in Telephone: 0481-2574323, 25785060
E-mail: catholicos@mosc.in Fax: 0481-2570569

The Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church
CATHOLICATE OF THE EAST

BASELIOS MARTHOMA DIDYMUS |
VALIYA BAVA

CATHOLICATE PALACE
KOTTAYAM-686 038
KERALA, INDIA

October 19, 2013

Apostolic blessings and hearty greetings to the Vicar, the members of the Managing
Committee and all our beloved people in St. Dionysius Indian Orthodox Church, Auckland,
New Zealand!

Beloved in our Lord,

We are happy to know about the consecration of the newly constructed Church. Let us praise
God the Almighty for His blessings. We are aware of the progress you have made in the Parish and
the good work being done there for the society. I congratulate the vicar and all the members
of the Church for their loving and sincere co-operation in maintaining the activities as well
as the administration of the Parish in a high standard. As you know ‘Church is the dwelling
place of God’, likewise we also to be. We should realise and experience that presence by
continuous prayer and meditation. On this solemn occasion, we exhort all of you to be active
in the worship of the Church and in the Spiritual Organisations.

May the love of God the Father and the grace of God the Son, and the fellowship of God the
Holy Spirit be with you always.

With all best wishes, love and prayers.

.

Baselios Marthoma Didymus I

Note: His Holiness Didymus I, Valiya Bava (Catholicos Emeritus) entered eternal rest on 26th May 2014.
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The Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church
CATHOLICATE OF THE EAST

BASELIOS MARTHOMA PAULOSE 11
CATHOLICOS OF
THE APOSTOLIC THRONE OF
ST. THOMAS
AND MALANKARA METROPOLITAN

CATHOLICATE PALACE
KOTTAY AM-686 038
KERALA. INDIA

October 19, 2013

Apostolic blessings and hearty greetings to the Vicar, the members of the
Managing Committee and all our beloved people in St. Dionysius Indian
Orthodox Church, Auckland, New Zealand!

It is with profound delight that we hear about the dedication of the newly
constructed church building of that parish. The growth of that parish in these
years is indeed an imitable example. We exhort our people to keep the Church
holy, unblemished and sacrosanct as the Church embodies the presence of God.
Let no one defile or desecrate the church by words or by deeds. We do pray
for the edification and well being of all our beloved people there. Heaven’s
choicest blessings be showered on all our beloved ones there who directly
or indirectly contributed to or associated with the construction of the church
building. We wish all success for the souvenir being published on this solemn
occasion.

With blessings

Baselios Marthoma Paulose 11




MALANKARA ORTHODOX SYRIAN CHURCH

DIOCESE OF MADRAS

Bishop’s House

4/51, Rajeswari Street,

Mehta Nagar, Chennai - 600 029

Phone : 044-23746010 / 23742462

Mobile : 09791020730 (Tamilnadu)
Dr. Yuhanon Mar Diascoros 09447464090 (Kerala)
Metropolitan E-mail : mardiascoros@yahoo.com

RCM 70/2013

Blessings to the Vicar, Managing Committee Members, Members of the Editorial Board
and all our faithful in our Auckland St. Dionysius Indian Orthodox Church.

Dearly Beloved,
Greetings to you in the name of the Triune Lord.

We are extremely happy to know that Our Auckland St. Dionysius Parish is publishing a
Souvenir in connection with the Consecration of that Parish. This is the second Parish in
Our Church and the first in Our Diocese to be christened after the great Saint Vattasseril
Geevarghese Mar Dionysius.

The Early Church forsook everything and followed the Lord. They took up their crosses
daily and followed him to the ends of the Earth, because it was their motivation and
desire. They were not, stay at home, play it safe, go to church once a week Christians.
They had a deep passion and commitment to the Lord and felt absolutely united to their
brethren in heart soul, and body. They were one and worked together as one without
conflict and without competition. This is how the early church progressed so fast. They
had love for each other and they had great LOVE for the Lord.

At this juncture we remember the hard work and the never ending enthusiasm of the
Parishioners in cooperation with the Vicar which made this possible. We hope and sin-
cerely pray that this Parish and its Parishioners will lead a Spiritual life, as it was in the
early Church and share the Divine Love.

May God Bless You All.

Tresseed

Dr. Yuhanon Mar Diascoros Metropolitan
6th November, 2013 From Madras Orthodox Bishop’s House.



OOMMEN CHANDY

CHIEF MINISTER
KERALA

12/12/2014

Message

I am glad to know that the St Dionysius Indian Orthodox Church,
Auckland, New Zealand would be dedicating its building in Febru-
ary 2015 and that a souvenir would be released to commemorate this
joyous occasion.

I hope that the St Dionysius Indian Orthodox Church, Auckland,
through its interventions in the society would build solid foundations
of brotherhood, illuminate the path of righteousness and spread the
fragrance of sublime happiness.

My prayers and warm felicitations to all associated with the
church on this joyous occasion

OOMMEN CHANDY

OFFICE : SECRETARIAT, THIRUVANANTHAPURAM-695 001
PHONE-OFFICE : 2333610, 2333812, 2333197, 2332148, 2333214, 2332682. 2332184
Fax:(0471) 2333489 Resi: (0471) 2345600, 2342602 & (0481) 2351135
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HIGH COMMISSIONER OF INDIA
Wellington, New Zealand

180 Molesworth Street
P.O. Box 4045
Wellington, New Zealand

No.WEL/HC12013 6" December, 2013

Message

I congratulate the St. Dionysius Indian orthodox church in
Auckland at its initiative to bring spiritual solace to the members
of the Indian community in New Zealand. That despite the
vast geographical distance, our accomplished community
in this country is actively adhering to the spiritual and
cultural values and principles of universal peace and
well-being which India epitomizes, is commendable. I wish
the members of the St. Dionysius Indian Orthodox Church

in Auckland all success in their endeavours!

(Ravi Thapar)



MALANKARA ORTHODOX SYRIAN CHURCH
COCHIN DIOCESE

Dr.Yakob Mar Irenaios Sion Seminary,Koratty East P.O

Metropolitan Trichur-680 308
Ph: 0480-2732023, 2734818

Email: sionseminary@gmail.com

October 24, 2013

Glory be to the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit.

It is God’s will that the name of St. Dionysius be extolled to the end of the earth.
The New Zealand parish is the second one to be dedicated to the saint, canonized in
2003. It is with a sense of gratefulness to God and genuine pride that one keeps the glori-
ous memory of Vattasseril Thirumeni, who suffered like a living martyr for the sake
of the independent development of the Malankara Orthodox Church.

I am thankful to God that I had the opportunity to be associated with the New Zealand
Saint Dionysius parish from the inception. I congratulate the Vicar and the members
of the parish for accomplishing this great institution- a new church- the first ever
parish in New Zealand. I and my Diocese of Kochi join you in this joyous occasion
of the consecration of the new church to praise the Name of the God.

Greetings to all from the Diocese of Kochi

F W fl,wji

st Sl e SR
Dr.Yakob Mar Irenaios Metropolitan



Malankara Orthodox Byrian Church

MALABAR DIOCESE

Mount Hermon Aramana

K I.T. Campus PO, Calicut - 672 £01
Ph 0495 -2287278, 2288278 (Fax)
Mob.. 94476514238

E-mad mantheophdos@gmad com

Ornhodor Bludent Centre

CME College Jn, PB No. 610
Kettayarm - GEG 001

Ph 0481 - 2067338, 2567215
E-mail frchanan@holmail com

5 February 2015

Blessings to the vicar and members of St. Dionysius Indian Orthodox Church
in Auckland, New Zealand.

I appreciate your dedication and devotion for the construction of a Church for
God. I still remember your love and affection towards me while I was with you
all in Auckland for the blessings of the new property purchased for the church
and the foundation stone laying ceremony.

Wish you all the blessings and prayers for the Consecration and the dedication
of the Church.

With blessings and prayers

)

s

Dr. Zachariah Mar Theophilos



THE ORTHODOX CHRISTIAN YOUTH MOVEMENT OF THE EAST

Yuhanon Mar Policarpos Metropolitan
President, Orthodox Youth Centre

St.Thomas Bhavan

Old Seminary Road, Kottayam-686001

BB.No.61

Thrikkunnathu Seminary, Aluva-683101
Tel: 0484-2624339, Fax: 0484-2622339
e-mail: marpolicarpos@yahoo.com

01-03-2015,
ALUV A

Blessings to you all in the precious name of the Father, The Son and The Holy Spirit, one Triune
God, for ever and ever, Amen.

In the book of Genesis we read of Abraham moving from Haran to Bethel; Bethel to Hebron and
so on. We also read of Abraham building an altar and offering sacrifice unto the Lord, whenever
he moved into a new place.

It is a matter of great pride to the Orthodox Community that whenever few members of the
Malankara (Indian) Orthodox Church come together in a new land, they start dreaming of a
Church of their own. Under the able leadership of the Vicar, with the support of the Managing
Committee members the whole Orthodox community in New Zealand has joined hands in the
materialization of their dream - a House of Worship of their own in New Zealand.

[ pray to Lord Almighty that this Church be a refuge to many, serving all as the House of worship,
a place of serene atmosphere, a place to spend your quiet time, a place to share your joy and a
place to unburden your sorrows. Let the unity and fellowship that you have developed, strengthen
you up more to stay united in His Service and for the glorification of His Kingdom.

May God bless you all

Yuhanon Mar Policarpos
Metropolitan, Ankamaly Diocese
President, OCYM



The Anglican Bishop of Auckland
THE RIGHT REVEREND ROSS BAY
PO Box 37242, Parnell, Auckland 1151

P09 302 7202 E bishop@auckanglican.org.nz
www.auckanglican.org.nz

6 January 2014

Dear Father Biju
I extend warm Christian greetings on the occasion of the opening and consecration of

your new church building.

The Anglican Diocese of Auckland was glad to have been able to extend the hospital-
ity of St Alban’s Church in Balmoral for the past ten years until you have come to this
point. We rejoice with you in the opportunity which God has given you to now have
a place of worship that can truly feel your own.

We pray God’s rich blessing on the future of the life of your congregation. May you
know the presence of God’s Spirit renewing your life in Christ, and enabling you to
be part of the Mission of God to your community in this City of Auckland.

Yours sincerely in Christ

e

Bishop



IN CELEBRATION OF THE NEW ST DIONYSIUS CHURCH
The Rt Rev’d Richard Randerson
Former Dean of Holy Trinity Anglican Cathedral
and Assistant Bishop of Auckland

It is a great privilege to be invited to write this article for the Souvenir to be published at the time of the
opening of the new St Dionysius Indian Orthodox Church in Henderson.

I well remember the warm relationship I had as Dean of Holy Trinity Cathedral with Fr Varghese Philip
Idichandy during his time as Vicar of St Dionysius. We enjoyed good conversation together, and were
pleased he was able to find accommodation for a period in the rather humble old building that was part
of the cathedral precinct.

Our first cathedral, St Mary’s, dating back to the 1880s, was also a venue for worship for the St Diony-
sius congregation at various times in 2004 and 2005. It was a very moving experience to see the great
array of shoes in the entrance foyer, reminding me of God’s word to Moses: “take off your shoes for
the place on which you are standing is holy ground’. We Anglicans generally leave our shoes on but
hopefully the same sense of ‘holy ground’ is present.

Since its beginnings in Auckland in 2003, the Indian Orthodox congregation has spread to include
Hamilton, Wellington, Palmerston North and Christchurch. This is a great encouragement and a sign of
the important role the church plays for its members and in the wider community. For Indian Orthodox
people to be welcomed in New Zealand is a great thing, and to find worshipping congregations here
they can join is an added blessing.

As part of the Madras Diocese of the Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church of India, St Dionysius church
plays an important part in helping its members maintain links with the homeland, as well as continu-
ing the heritage and values of their faith and cultural roots. It is encouraging to see the involvement of
children and young people, and the groups for prayer and for women as part of the overall pattern of
worship and spiritual nourishment.

For us as Anglicans our relationship with the Orthodox Churches has always been a warm one. We
share the same emphasis on rich liturgical worship, and the sense of the loving mystery of God which
surrounds and upholds each one of us. But migration patterns to New Zealand have meant that only a
small number of orthodox church members have reached our shores. Thus it is a great blessing now
that with the growth of the Indian Orthodox community among us we can enjoy the fellowship we
share in Jesus Christ, and also have our cultural awareness expanded by the growing multi-cultural
nature of New Zealand.

The building and opening of the new St Dionysius Church in Henderson is a significant moment in the
life of your congregation, and an amazing achievement after only ten years in Auckland. To Fr Biju
Mathew, and to all the Indian orthodox congregations throughout New Zealand, I extend my bless-
ing and warm good wishes for the occasion and for the future. May God continue to be with you and
deepen your faith and love for one another and all people.
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Dear Rev. Fr. Biju Mathai Pulickal & all the faithful members of St. Dionysius
Indian Orthodox Church,

Greetings from St. Thomas Indian Orthodox Cathedral Sydney, Australia.

I am very happy to hear the glad news of the completion and consecration of
St. Dionysius Indian Orthodox Church Auckland, New Zealand. I congratulate
Biju Achen, members of the church building committee and parishioners on your
success in completing the church building with limited resources. I also take this
opportunity to remember with gratitude the senior members of the parish for all
their hard work and dedication.

It is an answer to the prayers and dreams of many and the result of the dedicated
sincere efforts of all those who have directed their valuable resources in the form
of time, energy, ideas, money and much more towards the buying of the plot, the
planning and the building of the church.

May this event be a reminder to continue the sanctification process, not only in the
place of worship but as a process in our daily life.

[ wish & pray for all success of the consecration and for the continuing ministry of
St. Dionysius Indian Orthodox Church Auckland, aiming to realise the Kingdom
of God in this earth.

Fr. Thomas Varghese

Vicar

St. Thomas Indian Orthodox Cathedral

Sydney, Australia 16 Jan 2015



Auglican Church of St Alban the Martyr

443 Bominion Woad MBalmoral
Aucklany
An Anglican Church in the Catholic Tradition

The Anglican Church of Saint Alban the Martyr in Balmoral is delighted to
give prayerful support to the congregation of St.Dionysius Indian Orthodox
Church as their new church is dedicated to the Glory of God and their Patron
Saint Dionysius.

The St.Dionysius Indian Orthodox Church has been located at St Alban’s for
a number of years and have held worship services in the church and hall with
numerous ecumenical events, which we have immensely enjoyed sharing. The
Shrine to Saint Dionysius has been located in our church and we look forward
to a liturgy of relocation when the time comes for it to be placed in its perma-
nent home within the newly consecrated church.

On behalf of the Parish of Saint Alban the Martyr and all of those who have
been and now are associated with St.Dionysius Indian Orthodox Church, may
I offer you every good wish and all blessings in your new spiritual home and
offer welcome and hospitality to every one of you at any time in the future
when you come to visit us here in Balmoral.

To the greater Glory of God and the advance of the Gospel of Christ,

Father Philip Sallis

Parish Priest

Anglican Church of St. Alban the Martyr

Balmoral, Auckland 11 November 2013



Vicar's Message

Fr. Biju Mathai Pulickal

‘The LORD has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes’.
(Psalm 118:23)

I am immensely grateful to God Almighty for the privilege given to me in serving as vicar of this parish during the past four
years. I thank God Almighty for His mighty work of leading and blessing us throughout our journey as a parish, especially at
the time of the consecration of our own building.

This is an occasion to thank God for His love, care, guidance and mercy showered upon us during the past decade. We give
all honour and glory to Him for strengthening us to carry out our responsibilities in building the first Indian Orthodox Church
in New Zealand.

Church consecration is joyous one time event in the history of a congregation. Souvenir will be the sweet memorial of that
historic occasion.

This Souvenir will be a beautiful memento about the St.Dionysius Indian Orthodox Church and its members that each one
of us should feel honored to preserve for generations to come.

I would like to express my heartfelt thanks to the Managing committee members for their leadership, the building committee
and all spiritual organizations for their active involvement, and to all parishioners for their valuable support and contribu-
tion to the completion of this awesome project. At this time particularly thank the team behind the souvenir project, Mr. K
N Varghese, Mr. Philip Ayyamplackal and Mr. Manoj Philip, without their effort this souvenir would not have been possible
at this scale. Their relentless efforts, meticulous research and sincere commitment made all the difference. I also wish to ac-
knowledge the efforts of each member in the souvenir committee for their untiring work and dedication, I particularly wish
to thank all our advertisers, sponsors, friends, families and well wishers who contributed money, time and effort to make this
project a success.

I hope that as we continue to grow as a church and gratefully worship in our new sanctuary, we will remember the grace and
mercies of the Almighty that has followed us through every step of the way. May the name of the Lord be glorified through
the generations that will worship here.

May I remind you that if our Church has to remain alive and vibrant in the coming centuries, we should bring our youth and
children into the spiritual fold and ensure their involvement and participation in the activities of the Church. We must guide
them, inspire them, channel their energies and talents towards spiritual activities, and groom them to confront all adversities
in true faith. We also have a responsibility to the community around us, be examples of Christ’s love, and be spiritually filled
to proclaim the Good News of Salvation.

As I bid farewell, I pray that this new temple of the Lord be a place of praise and peace, joy and jubilation, besides caring and
sharing. Let us rededicate our lives to the glorification of His kingdom!!

My wife, Teena, children Diya and Dan will ‘miss this beautiful place of worship, a pause to our journey at the threshold
of Canaan...” — a place of stability and peace. We will always remember this church and all its members in our prayers and
request your continuous prayers for us.

May the good Lord bless you all for your dedication and commitment for this blessed church. May the parish as it ‘outgrows’
be outgoing in being a living witness of the Lord Jesus in the declaration of our founder Apostle St. Thomas, “My Lord and
My God!!” Let the growing generation enjoy full and meaningful participation in the life of the parish by serving the com-
munity at large!

With Agape
Bijuachen



K.N. Varughese
Chief Editor

It is indeed one of the greatest pleasures in life to bring out this Souvenir. This commemorates the biggest
blessing, we as a community ever had in New Zealand, our new home.

When we look back, a few of us had yearned for a Holy Qurbana, at the beginning of the last decade. We
had tears of joy, when this dream came true, about twelve years ago. We realised later, that the heavens
also rejoiced with us, when we gradually experienced abundant blessings, beyond our wildest wishes. We
were able to bring a full time priest from India, within a few months.

Now we have a beautiful church, constructed and dedicated in a plot of our own. Our strength, in numbers
was insignificant and monetarily negligible; it reminds us the young boy David of old, in the valley of Elah.
The obstacles we had to overcome in our journey over the years, especially during the construction project,
were formidable and to the size of Goliath. The passage through the valley was tough and overwhelming, but
we overcame; not by our merits, but by His Grace.

The feast of Consecration and Dedication sanctified us; our man made structure too. It was an occasion of
thanks giving. The timing also was special. The week started with Aaneedhe Sunday, when we remem-
bered all our ancestors, who walked in the faith. The weeks that followed were the beginning of Holy Lent
and then the commemoration week for our patron Saint, who is “wonder- worker” for us, through powerful
intercessions.

All writers in this souvenir had done it for us cheerfully; we thank them. We thank the advertisers for all the
support. Impressions, the printers at Kottayam, and its proprietor Sunil C. Jacob deserve special mention
for all their input towards this souvenir. Our gratitude goes to all those
who worked for this church project, applying their heart and minds to
it, and to those who supported from outside, be it with sound advice,
finances or prayers.

When we look forward, we see a lot of opportunities to serve the com-
munity, first by worshiping in Spirit and Truth, and then by taking the
service to the wider community, by being solace to all those who are in
need. May the “amazing grace” that followed us this far, abide with us,
guiding, helping and strengthening us, to face the challenges on the new
journey ahead!

14 February 2015
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Rev. Fr. Alexander J. Kurien

Deputy Administrator,

Office of U.S. Government-Wide Policy
United States Government,

Washington D.C.

GOD DESIGNS
HIS OWN HOUSL

A House of Prayer

“Mine eyes shall be open, and mine ears
attend unto the prayer that is made in this
place. For now have | chosen and sanctified

this house.”

2 Chronicles 7:15,16

11 olomon determined to

build a temple for the
name of the Lord.” David called it
“a palace for the Lord God.” Built
on a divine pattern, virtually ev-
ery aspect of the temple had pro-
phetic meaning. 2 Chronicles 2:4
states, “Now | am about to build a
temple for the Name of the Lord
my God and to dedicate it to him for burning fragrant in-
cense before him, for setting out the consecrated bread
regularly, and for making burnt offerings every morning
and evening and on the Sabbaths, at the New Moons
and at the appointed festivals of the Lord our God. This
is a lasting ordinance for Israel.”

After the dedication of a Church, very often the priests
and the members forget these conversations between
our Lord God and King Solomon. God granted Solo-
mon’s prayer and said, “Now have | chosen and sancti-
fied this house, that my name may be there for ever:
and mine eyes and mine heart shall be there perpetu-
ally.” But God warned, “If ye turn away, and forsake my
statutes and my commandments, which | have set be-
fore you, and shall go and serve other gods, and wor-
ship them, “everything would come to nothing.”

2 Chronicles 7 continues of the Lord God’s appear-
ance to King Solomon and assurance to him of His
presence and the renewal of the covenant with Israel.
The temple and its dedication pleased the Lord. God
then encouraged Solomon by the promise that if His
judgment (by drought, locusts, or a plague) should
fall on the nation for their sin, they need only turn
to the Lord in earnest humility and repentance and

SDIOC, Auckland, NZ Consecration Souvenir

they would find forgiveness and restoration. This
promise, in answer to Solomon’s prayer, was given
because God’'s presence among His people Israel is
eternal, focused particularly on the temple. The cov-
enant theme comes through clearly in the Lord’s dec-
laration that if Solomon would obey Him he could be
assured of God'’s reciprocal blessing in the perpetua-
tion of his dynastic rule. Conversely, if Solomon and
the nation should fall away from the Lord and serve
other gods they would be exiled and their magnificent
temple destroyed. This does not suggest that the Da-
vidic Covenant is conditional from God’s standpoint.
He had said it would be forever. But Solomon’s en-
joyment of it would depend on his obedience to God.
Later Solomon did worship other gods, as did many
of his successors, so the nation was exiled to Baby-
lon and the temple destroyed. Everyone who would
witness the desolation of the land and the temple
would know that it was a mark of God’s judgment on
His people because of their sin.

Israel experienced a great revival at the dedication of
the temple. The context was a time of confessing hid-
den sins and turning to God. God blessed His people
with His presence. It was a costly dedication because
Solomon sacrificed 22,000 oxen and 120,000 sheep.
The king and the people took God seriously that day
and the people worshipped for a week. God prom-
ised the people that day: “l have heard thy prayer,
and have chosen this place to myself for an house of
sacrifice.” 2 Chronicles 7:14 - “If my people, which
are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and
pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked
ways; then will | hear from heaven, and will forgive
their sin, and will heal their land.”
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The people of Israel were the people of God. They
had entered into a covenant with Him. How much
more you and | are His people because we have
entered into a new covenant with Him through the
blood of the covenant of Jesus Christ. The apostle
Peter said, “knowing that you were not redeemed
with perishable things like silver or gold from your
futile way of life inherited from your forefathers, but
with precious blood, as of a lamb unblemished and
spotless, the blood of Christ” (1 Pe-
ter 1:18-19). Again he said, “But you
are chosen race, a royal priesthood, a
holy nation, a people for God’s own
possession, so that you may proclaim
the excellencies of Him who has called
you out of darkness into His marvelous
light...(1 Peter 2: 9). We are God’s pe-
culiar possession bought with His precious blood. We
are called by His name - Christians. We are His unique
possession, and we have new responsibilities:

Humbling Ourselves Before God - Humility is ulti-
mately a choice we make, when we choose to see
and acknowledge God for who He is and for who He
has made us to be. Humility allows us to see that the
world does not revolve around us, and that our feel-
ings are not always the correct or important ones.
God invites us to humble ourselves if we are serious
about receiving from Him. Repentance and humil-
ity are linked, for as we confess our sin, as we seek
more of Him and more of His holiness in our lives, we
are reminded of who He is and who we are. Humility
leads to a reminder of our need to be forgiven, that
we can never earn or deserve our own salvation, and
thus we should worship Him and do His will alone.

Being Humble Like Christ - As believers, we are called
to be humble, for we are not God, and because in
front of the cross, each of us is equally loved and
cherished, and thus there is no reason to be proud
or arrogant. In John 13, by washing the disciple’s
feet, Jesus provides us with a powerful and compel-
ling example of how to be humble. Jesus wrapped
a towel around His waist and washed their feet, do-
ing the menial and humble task only a slave would

normally do. Jesus tells them, “Now that |, your Lord
and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should
wash one another’s feet. | have set you an example
that you should do as | have done for you.” The dis-
ciples were shocked by His demonstration of humil-
ity. Humility is the opposite of selfishness. We are
to care about the wellbeing and the needs of others.
We are to love our neighbor as we do ourselves. As
Jesus has intentionally chosen humility, so must we,

“Be completely humble and gentle, be
patient, bearing with one anotherinlove.

Make every effort to keep the unity of
the Spirit through the bond of peace.”

for humility leads to new life in Him.

Cultivating a Lifestyle of Humility - Humility is to be-
come a way of life for us, as we learn to live, to love
and to be like Jesus Christ, as His faithful disciples.
Peter reminds us in 1 Peter 5:5-7, “all of you, clothe
yourselves with humility toward one another, because
God opposes the proud but gives grace to the humble.
Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty
hand, that He may lift you up in due time.” We are to
humble ourselves, knowing that God will honor us for
doing so. Paul echoes this in Ephesians 4:2-3, “Be com-
pletely humble and gentle, be patient, bearing with one
another in love. Make every effort to keep the unity of
the Spirit through the bond of peace.” Humility and pa-
tience then go together for only as we choose humility
do we gain the grace to be patient, and to be gracious in
love. Learn to listen; be willing to admit shortcomings;
learn that life is not about you, be aware of others.

Abraham Lincoln said, “I have been driven many times
to my knees by the overwhelming conviction that | had
nowhere else to go.” God promises faithfully to hear the
prayers of His people.” Who else in the world guaran-
tees to care and intervene? Abandon all others, but seek
the Lord! May God be pleased to call your New Church
a house of prayer and say, “l have heard thy prayer, and
have chosen this place as a house of prayer.” .

5@

BRILLIANCE EDUCARE CENTRE
MATHEMATICS, SCIENCE AND ENGLISH TUITIONS

20,Frost Road, Mt.Roskill, P: 6240829/6204690/02102405015
www.brillianceeducare.com
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THE
POWER

OF
PRAYER

In the Name of the Father
and of the Son
and of the Holy Spirit,
One God Amen

Fr. Bishoy Mekhaiel

irstly congratulations to the In-

dian Orthodox congregation,
for the consecration of the newly
built church in the name of St.
Dionysius. This church was built
with the prayers of all the saints,
clergy and congregation, as it is
written “l was glad when they said
to me, let us go into the house of
the Lord” (Psalm 122:1)

The Coptic Orthodox community is very happy for our
brothers and sisters of the Indian Orthodox commu-
nity, as this is the second Oriental Orthodox Church
built in Auckland New Zealand. We pray that the

Lord will let His people be in blessing, thou-

sands of thousands and ten thousand times
ten thousand, doing His will.

There are many things happening in the
world today, things that make us joyful
and things that break our hearts.

What we see in Egypt has shocked the
entire world and in particular has dev-
astated the entire Coptic community.
Yet amongst all of this darkness and
injustice St. Paul the apostle comforts
us by saying, ‘We are hard-pressed
on every side, yet not crushed; we
are perplexed, but not in despair;
persecuted, but not forsaken; struck
down, but not destroyed-always car-
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rying about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus,
that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our
body. For we who live are always delivered to death
for Jesus’ sake, that the life of Jesus also may be man-
ifested in our mortal flesh.” (2 Corinthians 4:8-11)

They may destroy our church buildings and our
homes but they will never shake our faith and our
love for Our Lord. St. Paul says, “Or do you not know
that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is
in you, whom you have from God, and you are not
your own? (1 Corinthians 6:19)

In the Old Testament we see how God protects His
people. Moses stretches out His hand in front of the
Red Sea and asks God to intervene or else His people
will perish. The sea is on one side and Pharaoh and
his army are closing in. Then Moses says to the peo-
ple of Israel, “Do not be afraid. Stand still, and see the
salvation of the Lord, which He will accomplish for
you today.. The Lord will fight for you, and you shall
hold your peace.” (Exodus 14:13,14)

Prayer is our greatest and most powerful weapon
that pierces the heart of God if practiced in humility.
Our Lord Jesus Christ says “And all things, whatever
you ask in prayer, believing you will receive” (Matt.
21:22). Our beloved Saviour, we ask of you in faithful
prayer today, that you bless all the Christians in the
world, protect your people and bless Your churches.
St. Paul says, “Therefore | exhort first of all that sup-
plications, prayers, intercessions and giving of thanks
be made for all men.” (I Timothy 2:1).

He also says, “Be anxious for nothing, but In every-
thing by prayer and supplications with thanks giving
let your request be known to God” (Philippianes 4:6).




The desert fathers lived this true life of prayer in ev-
ery minute of every day. It is what strengthened them
in their daily struggles against the evil one. | wish to
share some of their words on prayer with you as they
have much meaning for us today.

Saint John Climacus says, “Prayer is by nature a dia-
logue between man and God. It unites the soul with
its Creator and reconciles the two. Its effect is to hold
the world together.” Yes this is the power of prayer;
it holds the world together. If all of our eyes are gaz-
ing towards God in humble prayer, God sees us and
hears our prayer and we see each other through
God'’s caring and loving eyes and hence we will learn
to love each other through the love that God loved
us with, a love that showed amazing sacrifice on the
cross in order to grant us eternal life with Him.

St. Ephraim the Syrian says, “Virtues are formed by
prayer. Prayer preserves temperance, suppresses
anger, restrains pride and envy, draws down the Holy
Spirit into the soul and raises man to heaven,”

We do not want our prayers to be words merely ut-
tered from our lips as they have little power if they
don’t come from the heart. Our prayers need to be
turned into a way of life, a life that is holy, a life that is
righteous and a life that is circumspect. Only then can
we through prayer be transfigured and become all
flame. Prayer indeed purifies the soul from all its evil
desires just as gold is purified when put in the fire.

More of the sayings of this great ascetic:

“Fervent prayer and meditation burn up the passions
and evil thoughts like a consuming fire. It gives wings
to the soul, it creates a spiritual mind whose ministry
before God is not by the lips but by the spirit.”

St. John Climacus takes us to a higher level of prayer
by saying, “Intelligent silence is the mother of prayer.

This is the type of silence we all need now in order to
give a chance for God to speak to us and to grant us
His divine comfort and to show us the way forward.

| want to end with a story from our Coptic history that
shows us the power of fervent prayer.

In the 10th Century the Coptic Orthodox Church un-
der the leadership of Pope Abraam (62nd Pope of Al-
exandria) was placed under severe pressure by the
Islamic ruler Mo-Ezz EI-Din El Fatemi. He ordered the
patriarch to fulfil the verse that says that if you have
faith as small as a mustard seed that you can move
mountains. So he ordered him to find someone
amongst his people to move the Mokattam moun-
tain or else he would exterminate all of the Christians
with the sword. The patriarch headed immediately
for the Church of the Virgin Mary, famously known
as the Hanging Church that exists till this day and
called upon his clergy and people to fast and pray for
three days. After spending the three days in total ab-
stinence and fasting and fervent prayers, Saint Mary
the Mother of God appeared to him on the dawn of
the third day and told him not to be afraid and that
the Lord is with him and will lift this tribulations from
him and the people of God. It was fulfilled through a
righteous man called Simon who was a tanner.

Our history is not archaic but alive and is being re-
newed in every generation. Our history books are full
of stories of courageous men, women, children and
priests who have sacrificed their lives for the sake of
Christ the King.

May God bestow His peace on Egypt, India and on
all its citizens and protect the persecuted Christians
from all evil and hatred targeted towards them. May
He bless His churches and protect them.
Glory be to God forever Amen.

Saint Mark

Co

Melbourne
Diocese
Auckland New Zealand
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A Brief History of the Eastern Star of
the Malankara Orthodox Syrian Church

.
=
A

ST DIONYSIUS

Oommen Philips
Parish Secretary

INTRODUCTION

The Christian Church in India, traces its origin to the ar-
rival of St Thomas, one of the twelve apostles of Lord
Jesus Christ, to the Malabar Coast in 52 AD. The Malan-
kara Orthodox Syrian Church is the section of St Thom-
as Christians in India that comes under the Catholicate
of the East, based at Devalokam, Kottayam, Kerala, India.

FORMATION

The dawn of the new millennium witnessed many of
our Church members migrating to New Zealand. We
started as a prayer group in March 2001 with a few families,
in Auckland. Gradually the group grew in numbers and
desired to become a worshipping community.

On 15th February 2003, a meeting of about 30 families
was convened at the Salvation Army hall at 218 Mt.
Albert Rd, Sandringham, Auckland, where a committee
was formed for the purpose of organising community
worship. This congregation met frequently during
the Great Lent evenings.

Metropolitan Dr Yakob Mar Irenaios of Madras Diocese,
under whose jurisdiction the Far East Pacific region
falls, heard about this congregation and the desire
for conducting Holy Eucharist. As per His Grace's
instructions Rev. Fr. M.D.Varghese, Vicar of St.Mary’s
Cathedral, Melbourne visited Auckland and celebrated
the first Holy Eucharist of our Church in New Zealand.
This was on 29th March 2003, at the St.Albans Anglican
Church, Balmoral, Auckland. As per the suggestion
of the Metropolitan, the congregation chose the name
of St Dionysius (Vattasseril) as its patron saint.

OUR PATRON SAINT

Saint Geevarghese Mar Dionysius of Vattasseril, was
the Malankara Metropolitan of the Malankara Orthodox
Syrian Church (Indian Orthodox Church). “Malankara
Sabha Bhasuran’ (The Great Luminary of the Indian
Orthodox Church), is a title bestowed on him in recogni-
tion of his contribution to the Church. He was a dedi-
cated and devoted man of prayer worth his call; full of
determination and dynamism.

He was a good orator well aware of the importance
of vitality and moral persuasiveness of words. He
avoided spiritual hypocrisy and arrogance throughout
his life. Prayers and fasting were the pillars of his spiri-
tual foundation. Inspite of his busy life, he was able to
focus on the study of Holy Bible every day and found
time for private prayers. Many recognised that he
was a living saint among them.
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CHURCH SERVICE IN THE EARLY YEARS

At the congregation’s request, Rev. Fr. Dr. Joseph
Zachariah from Chennai came to conduct the Holy
Week service in April 2003 with the consent of the
Diocesan Metropolitan. The services were held at
the St. Chad’s Anglican Church, Sandringham.

On 9th April 2003, Mar Irenaios sent a kalpana
(encyclical) declaring the congregation as a parish
and a Parish Managing Committee was appointed.
Thus the St Dionysius Indian Orthodox Church (SDIOC),
came into being and is the first parish in Chennai
Diocese to be named after St.Dionysius, the illumina-
tor of the church. On 7th May 2003, the SDIOC was
incorporated in New Zealand.

H.G. Dr. Abraham Mar Severios, who was then Bishop
for Ankamally Diocese, en route to the US, visited
New Zealand from 15/5/2003 to 30/5/2003. H.G cele-
brated Holy Eucharist twice in Auckland. During this
visit, the city of Hamilton had our first Holy Eucharist
celebration on May 25, 2003 at the St.Luke’s Church,
Melville, Hamilton. H.G. also visited community
members in Wellington and addressed an ecumenical
prayer meeting.

Our mentor and Diocesan Metropolitan His Grace
Dr. Yakob Mar Irenaios came on his first visit from
9/8/2003 to 15/8/2003. His Grace conducted Holy Eu-
charist on Sunday and on the Feast of Dormition of
the Holy Theotokos. Four boys were ordained to serve
at the altar. The Metropolitan initiated the formation
of the spiritual organisations such as Sunday School,
Prayer Group, Youth Movement and Martha Mariam
Samajam. John Varghese was appointed as Sunday
school Headmaster. Mar Irenaios also launched a
website for the parish; which was developed by Mr
Cherry Cherian. His Grace visited every household of
the parishioners and exhorted to search for eligible
members to enrol in the parish.

In the absence of a resident Vicar, the Vicars of our
Churches in Melbourne & Sydney were instructed to
conduct occasional services in Auckland. Accordingly,
Vicar of our Sydney St.Thomas Cathedral, Rev. Fr.
Thomas Varghese also celebrated Holy Qurbana in
Auckland on August 23, 2003.

Later Rev. Fr. T.G. John took charge as the first resi-
dent vicar from 26th Sept 2003 in Auckland. Fr. John
conducted regular church services and revamped the
spiritual organisations. P.J. John was appointed as
Prayer Group secretary, Ashok Varghese as Youth
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Co-ordinator and Annie Shiju Mathew as Martha Mariam
Samajam Secretary. Fr. John conducted the first Holy
Eucharist in Wellington on Nov. 22, 2003.

During the second visit of the diocesan Metropolitan
in November 2003, His Grace expressed the desire for
a permanent place of worship. Our membership was
growing and temporary set up for every service was a
hard task. The Parish general body reviewed the parish
accounts during the visit. The Metropolitan also visited
our parishioners in Wellington & Palmerston North.

Rev. Fr. T.G. John was on visit visa and left in early Feb-
ruary 2004. Rev. Fr. Varghese Vaalayil, assistant Vicar
of our St.Mary’s Cathedral in KL, Malaysia, conducted
the first parish Feast of St Dionysius later in the month at
St.Chad’s, Sandringham. In April 2004, Very Rev. Philip
Thomas Cor Episcopa, Vicar of our St.Mary’s Cathedral
in KL, came to lead our Holy week services; these were
held at the St Mary’s church, Parnell.

Mar Irenaios came on a third visit in April 2004; this
visit was used for building up relationship between
members within and for developing contacts with
other church leaders.

Rev. Fr. Varghese Philip Idichandy arrived and took
charge as vicar on May 22, 2014. From then on we
had regular church services on Sundays and the regular
functioning of the spiritual organisations. During his
term which lasted three years, several families were
added to the church. But venues were difficult to get
for regular worship. The parish be came more aware
for a permanent place of worship. Rev. Fr. Idichandy’s
tenure also kick-started the public fund raising events
beginning with a Food festival, which eventually turned
out to be an annual event for fundraising in the years
ahead.

A RARE INCIDENT

One day during that difficult period for us, Mother
Wendy who was in charge of the St.Alban’s church,
had a vision of St.Dionysius. It was Mother Wendy
who permitted us to have our first Holy Eucharist
at the St.Alban’s Church. She used to attend our services
sometimes. In her vision, St.Dionysius told her that
his people didn't have a place to worship and re-
quested her to accommodate them in her church. He
also said that the present membership in her Church
would grow. St.Alban’s had only a dozen or less mem-
bers for years. Afew days later, she saw the emergence
of new members at her church and suddenly recollect-
ed the vision she had few days ago. She then sum-
moned our parish P.R.O and narrated the vision. She
suggested replacing an existing shrine they had inside
the St.Alban’s Church and agreed to call it the Shrine of
St.Dionysius. The vision she had and the outcome was
informed to our parishioners and they were overjoyed
to have a shrine dedicated in the name of their patron
saint; especially in one of the oldest churches in Auck-
land. The shrine was dedicated accordingly and regular
intercession prayers started at this place.

Consequently, towards the end of the tenure of Fr.
Idichandy, with the generous donation of one of our
members, the Auckland Car Club hall at 44 Stoddard
Road, Mount Roskill was leased for a year to conduct
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our services on Sundays. Also there was a proposal
to develop it to a community centre to fulfil the social
objectives of our church.

Rev. Fr.ldichandy completed his tenure in June 2007
and the new incumbent Rev. Fr. Shinu K Thomas took
charge in June 2007.

PURCHASE OF LAND AND CHURCH CONSTRUCTION

The need for a permanent place for worship was felt
from the first year of parish formation. A building
committee was formed during the tenure of the first
resident vicar on Nov. 09, 2003 and the committee
did some initial studies regarding possibilities and
generated awareness among members for a perma-
nent place for worship.

In the initial years of our formation, many a plots and
buildings were shortlisted but we were not successful to
materialise a deal due to the major reason —finance.

Fundraising events like Onam Feasts, Easter Feasts,
English & Hindi dramas, Chocolate sales, Sausage
Sizzle etc. were conducted. There are many of our
members who toiled for the success of these events;
their efforts and contribution is greatly acknowledged.
We donated a part of all public fund raising proceeds
to various NZ charity organisations.

The parish General Body presided by Rev. Fr. Shinu
Thomas on May 11, 2008 revamped the building com-
mittee with new members. As per the standing instruc-
tion from the diocesan metropolitan - one individual one
position-, Mr John Varghese relinquished his position
as Headmaster and was appointed as Building Commit-
tee convener. This building committee finally managed
to purchase a plot at 55 Keeling road, Henderson on
Feb 12, 2009 with a mortgage from the ANZ bank.

During this time our parent Church ordained seven
new bishops and our Diocesan Metropolitan Dr. Mar
Irenaios moved to the Diocese of Kochi. Young Bishop
Dr. Yuhanon Mar Diascoros was our new Diocesan
Metropolitan. Dr. Mar Diascoros on his maiden visit
to NZ visited the newly purchased plot and conducted
special prayers along with the parishioners on Dec. 6,
2009. The foundation stone for the new Church was
also blessed on the occasion.

Finance was again an issue and the mortgage was
a hurdle to start construction activities. Without a
balanced income it was not feasible to obtain bank
loans for construction activities. In the meantime, the
resource consent application was submitted in July
2010 and the same was granted in September 2010.
Various options to setup a basic hall to conduct ser-
vices were discussed but all remained in paper.

Rev. Fr. Shinu K Thomas completed his tenure and left
for India on March 11, 2011 and the new Vicar Rev. Fr.
Biju Mathai Pulickal took charge on March 29, 2011.

‘Prayers can move mountains’ was the message con-
veyed by the new Vicar and that is what exactly hap-
pened. Special prayers were conducted at every single
church service in Auckland from the beginning of his
term. There was increased vigour to start construction
of the church building.
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The parishioners volunteered to cut down the trees as
per the directives of an arborist and the land was ready
to start construction activities by May 23, 2011.

The building committee was further expanded with
specific assignments such as Advisory, Technical,
Finance & Publicity etc. A core committee was
formed comprising of the Parish Managing Commit-
tee & Building committee members. The core com-
mittee decided to first repay the existing bank loan
and then pursue a new loan for the building project.

Meanwhile, a review of the building plan for which
we obtained consent, resulted in the inclusion of a par-
sonage on a mezzanine floor inside the church building
above the office & kitchen block and also allow more
open space on the frontage along with a portico. Ac-
cordingly the plans were redrawn and submitted for
council approval.

The bank loan for the land acquisition was paid off
and a new loan was obtained for church construction
from Presbyterian Savings and Investments Ltd.

It was during this time H.G. Zachariah Mar Theophilos,
Metropolitan for Malabar diocese visited us en route
to Australia. Through God’s will, His Grace was
bestowed with the distinguished honor of laying the
foundation stone of our Church building on Nov. 12,
2012. We express our sincere gratitude to His Grace
for laying the foundation of our Church.

There were several other hurdles such as budgetary
constraints & quote evaluations to overcome. We de-
cided to plan the construction in two or three stages de-
pending on the funds. The first stage was the completion of
the physical structure including the basic amenities. 2nd
stage comprised of furnishing the altar area and inte-
riors and finally in the 3rd stage the exterior including
the portico and facade as per the 3D image of the fully
finished church approved by the core-committee.

Quotations were obtained for the first stage work.
The appointment of the architects and builders were
based on the lowest bidder. Finally, the much await-
ed construction activities started on Feb. 6, 2013,
Stage-1 was scheduled to complete by end of October
2013. Unfortunately, the builders had problems one af-
ter another and the deadline extended. The obstacles
went on tormenting us and the work had to stop after a
few months. The scheduled consecration date of Feb 6
& 7, 2014 had to be postponed.

When there was no end date at sight, a new builder (Mr
Thomas Philip of Philip Timbers Ltd) was assigned with
the responsibility in May 2014. Simultaneously it was de-
cided to find the possibility of completing part of the Stage
2 & 3 works. Thankfully the new builders could complete
most of the major works by October 2014.

Meanwhile, we had issues with the venue where we
were conducting our Sunday services and had no
other option but to start using our new Church building,
by setting up a make-shift altar, before consecration.
With the permission of the Diocesan Metropolitan,
the new church building was used for our service
for the first time on the Feast day of St.Gregorios of
Parumala on Nov. 2, 2014 with great emotions.
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The new dates for the consecration was finalised and
conducted on Feb 13 & 14, 2015. A separate report on
the consecration is given in page 107 in this souvenir.

SERVICE VENUES

Besides St. Alban’s - Balmoral, St. Chad’s - San-
dringam and St. Mary’s - Parnell we had conducted
services at Holy Trinity Cathedral - Parnell, RSA Hall
Balmoral, Auckland Car Club - Mt Roskill, Seventh-
day Adventist Church -Royal Oak, Roskill Youth Zone
- Sandringham. Some venues had been used repeat-
edly and St. Albans church had been accommodat-
ing us whenever we had difficulty for a venue.

SPIRITUAL ORGANISATIONS

The Sunday school had been functioning regularly from
October 2003. Apart from the Sunday classes, there used
to be OVBS every year and kids camp occasionally.

Bala-Samajam for Children, MGOCSM for Students and
OCYM for youth, Prayer Groups & Martha Mariam Sam-
ajam have been functioning. These organisations help
the children and youth to develop their presentation
skills and nourish them in their spiritual growth.

The MGOCSM & OCYM also conduct youth pro-
grammes and help with fundraising events. The Prayer
Group & Martha Mariam Samajam conduct meetings
where the members study Bible and discuss relevant top-
ics and matters for spiritual nourishment. They also take
the lead in the charity activities of the church.

The Choir group assists at the services at the church
and also performs upon invitation at gatherings host-
ed by other sister churches and social organisations
with the approval of the Parish Managing Committee.

There is also presence of St.Dionysius Orthodox Fo-
rum (SDOF), Auckland Chapter and Akhila Malankara
Orthodox Shishrusha Sangam (AMOSS). A new ini-
tiative by our present Vicar for the young couples, Di-
onysius Young Couple Association (DYCA) has been
functioning since 2013.

OTHER MATTERS/EVENTS

@ The first youth camp was organised in January
2005 at the Motu Moana Campsite in Auckland.
Cor Episcopa Very Rev. Philip Thomas Cor Epis-
copa was the dean for the camp. During this visit
he also conducted the first Holy Eucharist for our
faithful in Palmerston North.

® An annual event named Pentecost Eve Musical
Feast was launched on the eve of 2008 Pentecost
day. This event brings together several churches
from different cultures to magnify God in their re-
spective languages.

@ The Fifth anniversary of the parish formation,
named Pentum Glorium was celebrated on June 2,
2008 at the Kelston Girls” High School auditorium. Hon-
ourable minister Chris Carter and the Indian High
Commissioner K. P. Earnest were chief guests. The
parish members entertained the gathering with cul-
tural programmes. A souvenir also was released at
the meeting.

@ The Holy Week Service for 2010 was led by H.G. Dr.
Yakob Mar Irenaios. There was the ritual of washing
of feet on Maundy Thursday which was conducted for
the first time in our Church in Auckland.
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® The parish had the privilege to preserve the old
manuscript diary of its Patron Saint Dionysius.
The preservation work was carried out by a world
renowned preserver in Auckland. The preservation
process is expected to add another 500 years of add-
ed shelf life to this Holy Relic. This is currently un-
der the safe custody of Mar Irenaios at the Bishop's
house, till archives are set up at the Old Seminary,
Kottayam for safe custody of such treasures.

@ The congregations in Hamilton & Wellington have
become independent parishes in the name of
St.Gregorios and Mar Dionysius respectively.

VISITORS

Besides the Metropolitans and priests mentioned
earlier, following dignitaries also visited us during the
last 12 years.

@ Late Archbishop Aghan Baliozian of the Armenian
Orthodox Church

@ Very Rev. Lazarus Ramban Cor Episcopa (Toronto)
@ Rev. Fr. M. K. Kurian (Chennai)

@ Rev. Fr. Philip Kuruvilla (Nagpur)

@ Rev. Fr. Johnson Thomas (New Jersey)

@ Mr. Mons Joseph (Hon. Minister of Kerala for PWD)
® Rev. Fr. M. C. George Meenchira (Kottayam)

@ Rev. Fr. Abey M Chacko (Chennai)

® Rev. Fr. Abin Abraham (Kandanad East)

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
Over the years, from inception, we had been helped
by several people. We owe gratitude to:

@ Our Diocesan Metropolitans and Vicars who led us
since our formation.

@ Mother Wendy who provided the venue for our
first church service at St Alban’s Balmoral. Helped
us to obtain St.Chad’s, Sandringam to conduct our
services. Prayed for us and delivered several de-
votional addresses. Gave us the opportunity to set
up a shrine at the St Alban’s.

@ Rt. Revd Richard Randerson (Retd.) gave us per-
mission to use the iconic St Mary’s Church and the
Holy Trinity Cathedral at Parnell for conducting our
services. Most remarkably, when our infant parish
was faced with toddler issues, it was the magna-
nimity of Bishop Randerson who provided us with
accommodation facilities for our new celibate Vicar
at the prestigious cathedral complex for a period
of three years. He was kind enough in inviting our
church and giving our priest an opportunity at the
all religions memorial event conducted at the Holy
Trinity Cathedral for the people who passed away
during the 2004 Tsunami, a function attended by
the PM and the Governor General.

@ Rev. Fr. Bishoy Mekhaiel, Vicar of St.Mark’s Coptic
Orthodox Church in Auckland (our first contact in
the Oriental Orthodox community in Auckland; A
well-wisher and adviser always).

@ Dn. Aayad Salim Yousef from the Syriac Orthodox
Church (provided suggestions for church formation
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and registration, delivered devotional address at
prayer meetings, participated along with his priest
Aboona Moosa for our first Holy Eucharist)

@ Fr. George |hsan Bosauder, of Auckland Mission
of St George under, The Greek Orthodox Church;
Patriarchate of Antioch and all the East, who is a
well-wisher and supporter.

@ Jacob Mathew (Jojo, Malaysia) - God wonderfully
suits men to the work he designs them for. The
Spirit of the Lord knows how to fit men for the oc-
casions and Jojo was one such for us.

@ T.M. Mathai (Reji) of Neema Builders, Pathana-
mthitta who has voluntarily drawn many prelimi-
nary architectural plans and designed various 3D
images for our Church. He has utilized the talents
and creative abilities by conceptualizing this Godly
abode.

@ Toallthe Parishioners and well-wishers who helped
us with their prayers and in many other ways like
various voluntary work, fundraising events, spon-
sors of events, donations etc.

® To the Parish & Building committee members who
served during various periods.

May Lord Almighty reward you all for what you
have done to glorify His name.

VICARS WHO LED US
@ Rev. Fr. M.D.Varghese

@ Rev. Fr. T.G. John

@ Rev. Fr. Varghese Philip Idichandy
@ Rev. Fr. Shinu K Thomas

@ Rev. Fr. Biju Mathai Pulickal

HON. TRUSTEES & SECRETARIES
@ M/s K. N. Varghese, E. M. Jacob, K. Beno Samuel
& Baby Kuriakose served as Trustees and

@ M/s Philip Ayyamplackal, Oommen Philips & Santosh
John as Secretaries over various periods.

CONCLUSION

Twelve years is not a big period for a parish in a
Church which records a history of 2000 years. The
God who has led the Israelites” wilderness journey be-
tween the Exodus and their entry into the Promised
Land has led us all this while and will guide us until the
day of our Lord Jesus Christ’'s second coming.

May our Church fulfils its purpose as stated in Acts
2:42 “They devoted themselves to the apostles’
teaching and to the fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and to prayer.”

May our faithful hold steadfast to the teaching of
St.James who exhorts in his epistle, “Religion that
God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this:
to look after orphans and widows in their distress and
to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.” .
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Rev. Fr. Dr. M.D.Varghese
March 2003 to September 2003 &
Feb 2004 to May 2004

Rev. Fr. Varghese Philip Idichandy o

May 2004 to June 2007

VICARS WHO LED US

Very Rev. Fr. T.G. John Cor- Episcopa
Sept 2003 to February 2004

. Rev. Fr. Shinu K Thomas
June 2007 to March 2011

Rev. Fr. Biju Mathai Pulickal from March 2011 to April 2015
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Vicar's family

Rev.Fr. Biju Mathai, Teena Biju, Diyamol & Danmon
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Parish Managing Committee (2013-14)

Sitting from left: Sabu Skaria, 0ommen Philips, Fr. Biju Mathai, E.M.Jacob, K. Beno Samuel
Standing from left: Saji Pappen, Saji Mathew, Sajan Uthup

Parish Managing Committee (2014-15) with Diocesan Metropolitan
Sitting from left: Oommen Philips, Fr. Biju Mathai, H.G. Dr. Yuhanon Mar Diascoros, E.M.Jacob, Shirli John Varghese
Standing from left: K. Beno Samuel, Jilo Jose, Saji Pappen, Sajan Uthup
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Building Committee
Sitting from left: Philip Ayyamplackal, E.M.Jacob,Fr.Biju Mathai, John Varghese, Saji Mathew
Standing from left: Isaac Cherian, K.N. Varughese, Oommen Philips, K.Beno Samuel, Saji Pappen

Core Committee with Diocesan Metropolitan
Sitting from left: 0ommen (Saji) Philips, Fr.Biju Mathai, H.G Dr. Yuhanon Mar Diascoros, E.M.Jacob, Shirli John Varghese
Standing from left first row: K.N. Varughese, K.Beno Samuel, Philip Ayyamplackal, Saji Pappen, Isaac Cherian, John Varghese
Standing from left -last row: Sajan Uthup, Manoj Philip, Saji Mathew, Jilo Jose

CONSECRATION COMMITTEE CONVENERS

'

Philip Ayyamplackal K. Beno Samuel Chacko Thomas Manoj Philip Bibi Mary Sabu, Ashok Varghese

Consecration Committee Reception & Program Consecration Service Souvenir Food, Hygiene & Decorations ~ Transportation & Logistics
General Convener
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Spiritual Organizations

MGOCSM

Prayer Meeting
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Dionysius Young Couple Assosiation (DYCA)
40 SDIOC, Auckland, NZ Consecration Souvenir



Saint Geevarghese Mar Dio-
nysius Vattasseril is a rare
spiritual phenomenon, the like
of which is neither seeable nor
foreseeable in the history of the
Indian Church of St. Thomas.
The hardships he confronted
throughout his reign as the Pri-
mate of the Malankara Church,
the cross he bore all alone, going up the Golgotha
of the safe stature of the church almost every day,
the legal ‘battles” he fought for the Church, the victo-
ries he won, the laurels which he merited - all these
together constitute a ‘brilliance’ in the whole history
of Nazranis. At the same time, he faithfully kept his
devotions, with tears rolling down his cheeks in the

A RARE X OF

HOLINESS o

HEROISIA

Metropolitan Dr. Yakob Mar Irenaios

set the Malankara Church free from the unjustified
domination of the Syrian head. He did it to the ut-
most, traversing the slippery and often dangerous
quicksands, which bore the stamp of treachery. The
Sabha Bhasuran, the Illuminator of the Church, never
faulted nor faltered in his God given mission. But one
thing is sure and amazing — he never uttered a word
denigrating any one, even the Syrian Church head,
who tried to cow him down by hook or by crook. The
rest is history. He won the day, after a long day’s la-
bour and waits in Paradise to wear the Crown from
his Lord, which he rightly deserves!

Sri. C. K. Kochukoshy IAS, a senior retired civil ser-
vant, has written a well-researched and inspiring bi-
ography of St Dionysius. The biographer, like child
Ignatius in the lap of Jesus, was blessed to sit in the

dead of night, as he knelt down to pour his heart and
soul before the Lord, whom he perceived in secret.

Those were times when some people in Malankara
were seized with the “Antiochiane Spring”. This re-
sulted in a split in the rank and file of the faithful. Pa-
triarch Peter lll, the first Syrian Church head to visit
Malankara had earlier made the innocent Nazrani to
repeat a strain which had not even an iota of histori-
cal basis and veracity — ‘that Malankara, from time
immemorial was ruled by the Syrian Church head’!
This fallacy was repeated unashamedly by a few; and
that had resulted in the split which later was caused
by the brazen and uncanonical misdeeds of Patriarch
Abdulla of Syria. The damage done to the Indian
Church by the unlawful, indefensible and crazy acts
of this ‘servant of God’, shall ever remain as a black
chapter in the entire history of Christendom’.

Saint Dionysius was ordained by God with an as-
signed task — to play the role of Moses of old, and
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lap of Vattasseril Thirumeni, who is his great uncle,
when the former was a small kid. Though he keeps
the standard and decorum of a bureaucrat, it never
emits an air of ‘still dryness’; instead, the descrip-
tions ‘flow’ like a clean spring, which is clear enough
to expose its floor; and flowing incessantly with a
grandeur and regal splendour. The author never for
once tries to twist details of history and is honest and
unbiased to the core.’

Speaking in literary terms, it is hardly an easy task
to portray a unique personality, who was a spiritual
giant, a genius and an able and conscientious admin-
istrator, a visionary and a champion of ecumenism
- all rolled into one - through the pages of a book,
however much the author is capable. But, it must be
said to the credit of Sri Kochukoshy that he has done
a marvellous job. The book is not merely an appre-
ciation of the life and contributions of St. Dionysius;
but actually, it is a true mirror held against the social
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and church history of the St. Thomas Christians of
the times. The book is so absorbing, that once you
start perusing its pages, you will always feel like fin-
ishing it at one sitting! The author had tremendously
succeeded in bringing to the fore the myriad facets of
Vattasseril Thirumeni, especially his personal prayer
life. Manalil Yakob Kathanar, who was the secretary
to Vattasseril Thirumeni for long, tells us that Thiru-
meni never wanted his spiritual journey to be known
by any one. He never liked any body to know that
he was emerging as a spiritual warrior through the
years, following the example of his Guru and Mentor,
Parumala Thirumeni. The spiritual exercises which
he undertook were all in private; and as days passed
by, he was getting all lighted up with a brilliance of
the “Uncreated Light” of Mount Tabor. St.Gregorios
of Parumala was his example for everything; and he
held his Guru as a jewel in his heart.

Come what may, Mar Dionysius would never deflect
from Truth, Honesty and Dharma, but he will not al-
low any ‘invading force’ to cause any damage to the
Independence and autocephaly of his Church. This he
had taken to his heart as a God given assignment. He
wouldn’t mind, if It comes to his losing his position

or even life for the sake of maintaining the indepen-
dence and dignity of his Mother Church. The Institu-
tion of the Catholicate of the East was established as
an icon and undying symbol of the historic stature
of this ancient Church. Some people misunderstood
this stance as arrogance; but keeping one’s house-
hold safe from thieves and burglars and occupation
forces is the duty of the leader; otherwise, it would
certainly amount to dereliction of the assigned ‘re-
sponsibility’. Those who have tried to persecute and
oppose the Sabha Bhasuran would realize one day
that this gem of a Thirumeni was not arrogant, but a
disciplined and saintly soldier of Christ!”

Sri. C. K. Kochukoshy deserves all accolades for writ-
ing this biography first in Malayalam; and now for
translating it into English, so that there is going to be
a wider readership for this book par excellence. By
writing this book the author has done yeoman ser-
vice to the Malankara Orthodox Church, by highlight-
ing the virtues of this beloved saint at a time when a
few self seekers have renewed their efforts to man-
handle the dignity of the Church. May God, whom St.
Dionysius worshipped and suffered for, give the light
of Truth to all who are interested in the history of the
Church of St Thomas in India!

With best compliments from ;

Rajan Baby & Family
. Baby Dale
T Chettikulangara
Mavelikara +

i
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Congratulations and prayers
for your every blessing

Mother Wendy Cranston

Day and night, may your eyes watch over this temple.

over this place in which you have promised to put your name.
Listen to the prayer which your servant offers in this place.

Listen to the entreaties of your servant and of your people Israel:
whenever they pray in this place, listen from the place where you
reside in heaven: and when you hear, forgive. (2 Ch. 6:20,21)

bout twelve years ago, early in
2003, two gentlemen came
to visit me. They had been part of
a prayer group since 2001, now
they wished to go further, to ask
if it were possible for them, their
families and their compatriots to
use our Church for their worship.
| remember thinking that | hoped, were | in Kerala,
that someone would help me to find a place where |
might worship according to my own customs and tra-
ditions. Only a few weeks after this meeting, the Revd
Fr. M. D. Varghese celebrated their first Holy Qurba-
na at St. Alban’s Church. There | witnessed beauty
and mystery, but also experienced a deep sense of
familiarity in this worship. For me the pattern of the
service, the beauty of the chanting, and the clouds
of incense, opened the doors of heaven. Of course,
whenever we pray, we enter into the Divine Presence
and share the reflection of glory which is eternal and
precious. Equally, sometimes we are more aware of
this reflection than at other times.

The life of their church progressed rapidly, in May of
the same year the gathering became a Parish. The
fledgling community was named after the blessed
Saint Vattasseril Geevarghese Mar Dionysius.

In ancient times when Greek Cities founded a colony
they sent with their émigrés a pot of Holy fire lit from
the Sacred Hearth of their home town. We see an
echo of this in the Olympic flame, we see it also in
the procession of a Parish from one place of worship
to another. This is an outward and visible sign of an
inward and invisible reality - no traveller leaves home
without that inner flame, some sense of who they
are and of all that is precious to them. In a way, of
course, this happens to everyone, whether they have
‘left home’ or not, for that inner sanctuary is not sim-
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ply a bunch of memories, but rather a set of aspira-
tions, and a search to incarnate all that is special and
worthy in our heritage into our everyday way of life.
It is a guide to all our conscious decisions, the voice
of our Lord in our inner ear. My visitors were carrying
with them the light of their faith, and in many ways
they were bringing us that lamp of faith, enlightening
us in the truths passed down from an Apostle whose
unique vision sharpened and broadened the legacy
of our own. They also added another strand to the
story of salvation which began thousands of years
ago when Abraham left his homeland and travelled
to Canaan. The gift of hospitality contains its own gift
of joy, and the growth of mutual understanding is,
though sometimes difficult, always enriching.

The Bible holds within its pages insights into the
meaning of our own story, and shows us how to
understand the spiritual lessons in the story of the
growth of this small prayer group into the community
we see today, as we celebrate their great achieve-
ment. Remember that when the Patriarch Jacob
and his sons were threatened by famine and left Ca-
naan for Egypt all those centuries ago,there was no
question in their minds that they would need certain
things from home, things and behaviour despite the
famine, there was much that was precious and need-
ful that they could, and did, take with them: Prayer in
the evening, the company of those they loved, their
sheep. Later, for those who left Egypt to return to the
Promised Land there was much to carry with them.
True, they ate their last meal standing, with few pos-
sessions, but there were now memories, some of
them of painful servitude, of the loss of their new
born sons, but also the knowledge of the wonder-
ful things the Lord had done for them and in them.
Miriam’s dancing after the crossing of the Red Sea
was an act of joy and worship, it is one of the most
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ancient hymns preserved for us from the past. These
histories show us parallels to the humble beginnings
that led to the first Holy Qurbana in New Zealand. At
the very least they show us how even the works of a
small prayer group, can be understood in the light of
that astonishing love and holiness which belongs in
the Spiritual journey of a life time of faith and hope.

What was happening then, and what happens to us,
is that gradually our sanctuaries and our treasures
become part of our inner lives, they become porta-
ble. Easier to carry even than a book, the treasures of
our faith come with us wherever we go, and we learn
to know them more deeply and keenly as we move
through the desert of wilderness. As the Psalmist
prays. ‘Blessed are those who, going through the
Vale of Misery make of it a well.” Gradually we learn
that God himself comes with us, closer than memory,
closer, even, than breath itself. But this portable faith
demands outward and visible expression, a place of
worship, a place to celebrate our shared history and
our shared calling. This God who cries out within us
is the Wisdom who cries out in the streets, and the
God who asks us to Love one another. This is the
God of whom King Solomon exclaimed - “You who
cannot be contained by heaven and earth - will You
live in this little building we have made?

God'’s answer is, of course, both yes and no. The
pillars of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night
become an internal sense of direction, but also the
memory of shared experience in troubling times: of
hope in difficulty, and healing love, and of shared
faith and work. Our friends have become compan-
ions, and our shared history is precious. The Tent of
the Presence and the Ark of the Covenant, teach us
to pray and to desire to build a special place where
we may meet with our God, and speak with Him as
one speaks with a friend. Yes, the whole earth speaks
of Him, even if sometimes it seems that all around us
speak in a foreign tongue. Certainly we can -and per-
haps wish to - worship in open fields, and in streets,
and in our own gardens - but this ‘prayer without
ceasing’ grows quicker when it is focused by regular
worship and informed by regular teaching, as well as
by the times when we can turn aside, away from mun-
dane events to attend to the holiness of God. Perhaps
we grow even more swiftly when the going is hard,
and the togetherness is a challenge. To eat together
becomes sacred at home as we absorb the meaning
of the sacred gifts shared in the sacred home of God,
in the sharing of ‘the good gift, the gift of joy. Every
celebration of God'’s presence tends to reveal God's
presence also in our mundane lives, and the more
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we invite Him in and turn to him, the more our lives
begin to incarnate our Spiritual understanding.

So, now, you have built the Lord God a house. The
wandering Aramean, the strangers in a strange land
have carried holiness with them, the tent of meeting
and the gift of land has at last been granted a strong
foundation and a noble purpose. The people of Saint
Dionysius have a home of their own. Such hard work
you have done, and such joy it has brought you! As
the dancing of King David echoed the dancing of
Miriam, so does your joy and your procession wind
at last, not to the end of the story, but perhaps to
the end of the first part of this story. In this land you
now belong, and on this land you have a right to put
your foot. You have the right to speak your mind and
your own truth: and on the day of dedication, and in
the consecration of this new church and community
centre | fully expect the cloud of glory to come down
upon you all and that the love and joy of this begin-
ning will be a source of tenderness and thankfulness
that will last throughout the whole life of all those
who are its witnesses.

In the book of the Chronicles we read that the Priests
of the temple had all purified themselves, whatever
their function, and that they were so overwhelmed
they could barely speak. But King Solomon the wise
uttered a prayer which becomes a pattern for the
Priest who stands between the altar and the door,
praying for his flock. As we turn to the East of our
spiritual homeland to pray, and as we turn to the
hearth of our Church and Community to open our
minds and our hearts to each other and to our God,
so does God turn His eyes upon us, and when we
pray, He hears us, wherever we may be. Even so
does our Lord Christ lift up his intercession to the Fa-
ther, and fills heaven with His love of us, and even so
does the Holy and Perfect Spirit fill, not our church
alone, but every single one of us with the love which
is God himself. One might read through the prayer of
Holy King Solomon, and pray for all ones family and
friends, ones Bishops and Priests, and never come to
an end of the thoughts that overwhelm and fulfil all
at once.

Now, my God, let, | beseech thee, thine eyes be open,
and let thine ears be attentive unto the prayer that Is
made in this place.

Now therefore arise. O LORD God, into thy resting
place. thou, and the ark of thy strength: let thy priests.
O LORD God, be clothed with salvation. and let thy
saints rejoice in goodness. (2 Ch 6:40,41) .
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he Holy Gospel was brought

in and caused the birth of
Christianity in India by establish-
ing the Church of Malankara by
St.Thomas the apostle of Christin
AD 52 .The Church was destined
to grow fast and today flourishes
beyond many geographies. The
Malankara Church occupies an
enviable rank in the array of World Churches. It is
with a sense of gratitude to the Almighty and esteem
on our Church that we witness Shrines, Prayer halls,
Churches and parishes of the Church of Malankara
prosper in America, Europe, Africa, Australia and the
Far East. Everywhere the faithful are being governed
and administered by an absolute hierarchy in a dem-
ocratic and systematic framework.

The descendants of the Church of Malankara made
their presence in New Zealand long back. There was
a lacuna of able leadership in the early days of its
existence. Naturally they were constrained to move
with the Evangelicals for their spiritual rituals. Lat-
er the religious fervor and prayerful wishes of our
brethren along with the unparalleled vision of Yakob
Mar Irenaios, the Metropolitan of Madras climaxed
into the formation of the first parish of the Church of
Malankara in New Zealand.

| was fortunate enough to get authorized by H.H Mar-
thoma Mathews I, the Catholicos of the East and Ya-
kob Mar Irenaios to steer the ship as the first resident
Vicar of the new Indian Orthodox Church in New Zea-
land. Though we were in minor league initially the en-
thusiasm of our devotees enabled me to commence
services of our Church in Auckland centered around
the Anglican Parish Church. Soon we could also em-
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bark our services in the capital city of Wellington with
the strong support of the Caldean Church.

From the very beginning we could also initiate the for-
mation of all the spiritual organization and fellowships
of the Malankara Church namely Sunday school, Mar-
thamariam Samajam, Prayer group, Youth Movement,
Bala Samajam etc. | am proud to recall that all the dear
Children of Our Church cooperated wholeheartedly and
nurtured strong fraternity and solidarity with the Ortho-
dox stream. The participation by the faithful had been
extremely noteworthy and much more meritorious in
celebrating the feasts of St.Mary and solemnizing the
anniversaries of Saints and our blessed patriarchs.We
have been nurturing and praying fervently since the
inception of our community for having a permanent
dwelling for our Divine Lord in New Zealand. | am
extremely delighted to appreciate the valiant efforts
of our accomplished devotees. You have conceived
and caused the realization of our long cherished
dream- a worthy abode to our Lord in the name of
St.Dionysius of Vattasseril.

Congratulations to all my beloved children.

| am sure you will be sincere in your words and deeds
to foster the spirit of Orthodoxy in your children and ini-
tiate them to be the strong Ambassadors of our Church.
Let this House of Prayer and worship to the Almighty —
St. Dionysius Indian Orthodox Church be the Flame of
our Faith in the Far East. Our progress should not be
hampered by any sort of conflicts or petty disputes. We
have to ensure our commitment to our heritage espe-
cially when we are against many odds, moving with the
East and confronting the West.

Family is the cornerstone of our spiritual superstruc-
ture. A loyal spiritual family ensures our destiny. Our
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Lord Jesus should undoubtedly be the master of
our families and fraternities. My beloveds, by divine
providence, | was lucky enough to be a humble con-
tributor to your great endeavor. | am glad to recall
and retain the golden moments with you all. You are
all in my prayers and services. The cooperation and
regards that were bestowed on me by my sweet lings
over there still lingers in my memories’.

Your prayers and cooperation are highly invited
and appreciated as | have been assigned to be in

charge as Managing Director of an old age home for
clergy,”Mar Thoma Mathews | Vaideeka Sadanam”.
The aged, hapless and sick clergy are offered love
and care and medical assistance at this home.

Let me leave by tendering you all and the Parish to our
Lord through St.Thomas, the apostle, Mar Gregorios of
Parumala and Mar Dionysius. GOD BLESS YOU.

(Rev. Fr. T. G. John was our first Resident Vicar from
Sept 2003 till February 2004) .
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IDENTITY
CRISIS

(?)

OF THE INDIAN

ORTHODOX
DIASPORA

Fr. Dr. Jacob Kurian

(Principal, Orthodox Theological Seminary,
Kottayam, Kerala)

growing awareness of reli-
gious plurality as a global
contextand agrowing conscious-
ness of identities as an existen-
tial issue are typical of our times.
¥ “The flow of people, with their re-
f 5 \’/ ligious identities from the South
- ~ to the North and from North to
the South; the resurgence of religion in conservative
forms; increasing instances of violence in the name
of religion; the proliferation of new religious move-
ments, and other factors-all have contributed to an
awareness of religious plurality as a global context”."
Growing consciousness of identities has both posi-
tive and negative implications to inter-religious and
inter-cultural relationship on the one hand and to the
intra-religious and intra-cultural contexts on the other
hand. Our discussion in this brief paper is limited to
the question of identity in an intra-cultural context,
particularly the diaspora context of Indian Orthodox
Christians.

The term ‘Diaspora’

The Greek term diaspora literally means dispersion.
In history this term has a technical connotation to the
state of the dispersed Jews in various lands due to
the foreign invasions of Palestine. It was used par-
ticularly to the state of affairs of the Jews during the
Babylonian exile in 6th century B.C. In later history,
this term has a wider connotation to all states of hu-
man migration in lands different from the original
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phrases like ‘Malankara Orthodox Diaspora; even to
refer to the settlement of malayalee Orthodox Chris-
tians in India itself outside the State of Kerala. Gen-
erally the phrase, ‘Indian Orthodox Diaspora’ refers
to the settlements of malayalee Orthodox Christians
outside India.

Identity-issue

The issue of identity can have variegated phases. Ob-
viously, within the context of a wider Identity there
can be issues of identities. For example, in a national
situation of a distinctive Indian cultural Identity, there
are varieties of racial, linguistic, religious and region-
al identities; in a small State like Kerala, the northern
Kerala is much different from central and southern
Kerala with regard to the cultural identities. Therefore,
‘identity’ issue is not exclusively a diaspora issue. But
in diaspora situations the identity-issue becomes cru-
cial as an intra-community issue with implications to
the inter-relationship of generations.

Let us take the particular identity issue of Indian Or-
thodox Christians in a diaspora context. At the out-
set itself it can be argued that the ‘identity’ issue is
only a transitional or temporary issue for the first or
second generation of the migrants only, because the
new generations would naturally take the diaspora
context as their ‘Thomeland’ context. But at the same
time a counter-argument can be made that, in his-
tory, identity issue remained permanent and crucial
for generations in the case of many communities in-
cluding the Jews.
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The fact of attaining citizenship or
permission for longer stay in a new
land can not erase the mark of an “In-
dian” Identity for the Indians and their
subsequent generations. This identity
consciousness, basically inborn, need
not be identified with a nostalgic long-
ing for a ‘return’ to the mother-land;
neither it is an uneasy or unpleasant
‘diaspora’-consciousness. This identi-
ty consciousness, on the other hand,
would be part of a self-esteem and
confidence “to sing a song” (in one’s
own tongue) to the Lord in a foreign
land” (Ps. 137:4)

For the Indian Orthodox Diaspora,
the Identity-challenge has two main
facets viz, the Indian Identity and the
Syrian Christian Identity. In order to
clarify certain issues related to the

A genuine Indian
Identity as
evidenced in
history is always
open to and
inclusive of all
authentic

expressions of
human life,

whether ancient
or modern,

whether eastern
or western.

Syrian Church in India to preserve
the ‘Syrian Christian linguistic and
Cultural ‘identity’.* Though it can be
interpreted that the above opinion
was about the MOSC in India (not
outside India), the spirit of the ques-
tion and of the survey is obviously
regarding the entire Malankara
Orthodox Christians all over the
world. Along with the issue of “In-
dian Identity”, therefore, the issue
of a Syrian Christian identity is also
important.

The Syrian Christians of India who
are also known as ‘St. Thomas
Christians’, are indigenous Chris-
tians of India who trace their history
and development to the preaching
of St. Thomas, the apostle. They
have a unique history and culture

above facets of Identity-challenge, we
may depend mainly on a remarkable
study-survey conducted by Rev. Fr.
Philip Kurivilla 2.

Indian Identity

It would be difficult, if not impossible, to arrive at a
consensus-definition on ‘Indian Identity’. However,
the fact of an ancient culture mainly built on multi-
religious foundations, the long cherished values of
family solidarity, the beauty of unity in diversity and
the general reverence to an ecological order etc. are
considered to be central (although not exclusive) to
the Indian Identity. Moreover, Indian Identity is not
an ldentity confined to ethnic and national elements
and therefore it is much different from Israelite or
Palestinian Identities. A genuine Indian Identity as
evidenced in history is always open to and inclusive
of all authentic expressions of human life, whether
ancient or modern, whether eastern or western.

An Indian Orthodox youth-cross-section of the
diaspora, in a survey, welcomed the cherishing of
Indian Identity so long as it promoted (not hindered)
“universal brotherhood of man”.? Itis a fact observed
universally that, those Indian communities which live
in other countries have always contributed to the
welfare and social harmony of respective countries
rather than using identity as a tool for parochialism or
exclusive claims. In brief, the Indian Identity of the In-
dian Orthodox diaspora is a necessary quality of their

associated with their friendly and
‘witnessing’ co-existence with vast
majority of non-Christians for cen-
turies. Therefore, they manifest the gospel that has
incarnated in an ancient culture and continued to
cherish vitality from the first century itself, despite
many painful experiences of “invasions” by foreign
Christians. This is something of which Syrian Chris-
tians can be proud of, especially in a situation domi-
nated by western Christianity that has lost either the
gospel or the culture and even both.

The “Syrian” element of Syrian Christians is nothing
racial; nor does it denote a migration of a group of
Syrian ancestors (of course, a small section of the
Syrian Christians claim such a history). The ‘Syrian’
adjective is mainly to show the influence of Syrian-
liturgical and spiritual tradition on

the indigenous Christians of

India. Early connections

of the Indian Church
with the Church in Per-

sia brought to it ele-
ments of East-Syrian
spirituality and later,

the connection (since

17th century.) with
the Church of Antioch N

............................. S




the indigenous (known as “Thoma Marga”). Such a
Christian tradition, manifests to the world a signifi-
cant dimension of the early Christianity that has been
sharing the salient features of the undivided Church
by remaining outside the theological disputes in the
Roman empire. Thus, the typical “Thoma Marga” or
the Syrian Christian way of life can claim a unique
model among the present mono-cultural western
Church-models.

The Syrian Christians of the diaspora in general love to
keep “Malayalam” as a link-language and this too is a
sign of the Syrian-Christian identity. In the above men-
tioned survey among Syrian Christian youth of diaspo-
ra, there were two questions directly related to this:1.
“Do you think it is the duty of the MOSC to ensure that
its Children in the Diaspora learn to Speak/read/write
Malayalam?” 2. “Do you think it is essential for the fu-
ture of the MOSC in India to retain Malayalam as its link
language?” To the first question, it is significant to note
that, among the 355 responses, 274 answered ‘yes’. To
the second question, among the 357 responses, 264
answered ‘yes”. One of the main conclusions of the
above mentioned study may also be cited here: “The
study also finds that most youth in the MOSC seem to
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Conclusion

The above observations are not final. But they are
presented here to provoke some useful studies and
discussions in the field. Perhaps, the Indian Ortho-
dox youth in the diaspora situation outside India can
debate whether there is an identity-‘crisis’ at all, and
whether the phrase ‘diaspora’ itself is justified. How-
ever the present writer feels that the Indian identity
as well as the Syrian Christian identity can be quali-
tatively contributing to the future-generations of the
diaspora. These identities need not propagate, ‘iso-
lationism’ ‘introvertedness’, ‘inherited-racism’, or ‘mis-
guided’ thoughts of ‘pedigree’, rather, they can sub-
stantially witness to the world an ancient and dynamic
Christian-heritage, that is holistic and sustainable.

Foot notes

(1) Author’s paper at the Faith and Order Assembly, Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia, August 2004: “Being Christian Neigh-
bours in the Context of Religious Plurality” (Faith and Order
at the Crossroads), W.C.C., 2005, p. 334

(2) Identity and Integration of the Orthodox Church in India-
Diaspora Youth- A Vision beyond Malankara, ISPCK, Delhi,
2000, pp. xxxiv +141.

(3) Ibid. gn. No. 19. p. 132
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mparting God’s life through Divine institution, visible signs and invisible grace are
visible means and signs is the the constituent elements of a sacrament. All major
gist of sacraments. Ultimate aim sacraments have been instituted by Christ directly or
of all sacraments is the purifica- through his disciples. So we can easily trace the his-
tion and deification of humans. tory of the development of all important sacraments
In other words the purpose is to the early Christian community.
salvation. Acts of creation and Ancient Christians never limited the number of sacra-

incarnation are the foundations mentsto seven. Protestant movement in the sixteenth
of sacraments. This universe century AD confined the number to two- Baptism and

Sacraments for

Sanctification
and

Fullness of Life

Rev. Fr. Dr. Bijesh Philip
Principal, Orthodox Theological Seminary
Nagpur, Maharashtra

with its complexity, connectivity, and beauty is reveal- Eucharist. As a response to this, the Roman Catholic
ing the majesty and magnanimity of God who is oth- Church in seventeenth century declared seven sacra-
erwise invisible and transcendent. Incarnation was a ments as the authentic ones. But the Orthodox Christian
unique revelation and communication of God’s love Churches follow the ancient tradition of the flexibility re-
through a visible and tangible human life in history. The garding the number of sacraments. There are Orthodox
sacraments can be considered as a continuation of this  teachers who think of monastic Profession, the blessing
Christ event. Sacraments like baptism, Eucharist, Holy  of waters at Epiphany, the funeral service, the conse-
unction etc. give an experience of the Triune God to the cration of a Church, the Icon, which is not only an image
recipients for “being partakers of divine nature.”(ll Peter  of the divine world but also its real presence on earth,
1:5). Thus invisible grace is imparted through visible the life and relics of saints, the minor sanctifications of
means for the fulfillment of believers. water, bread, oil, fruits, homes, fields, vehicles etc. as
sacraments. Since there are many occasions when
matter is used to mediate or visible sign is employed
to mediate Divine life, it is not easy to limit the number
of sacraments. However Baptism, Chrismation, The Eu-
charist, Confession, Holy Orders, Holy Matrimony, The
Anointing of the Sick have a special and very significant
place in the list of sacraments.

The word sacrament comes from the Latin word sac-
ramentum which is equivalent to the Greek myste-
rion. The English word mystery is from mysterion.
The Syriac equivalent is rozo which means mystery
as well as ‘type’. In Malayalam the east Syriac word
‘Kudasa’ is used widely to indicate sacrament which
means that which is holy or that which sanctifies. Ac-
cording to the ancient Christian tradition the salvation  The Orthodox do not think of the sacraments as magic
inaugurated by Christ event especially the incarna- rods to bring about miraculous changes to the spec-
tion is a Divine mystery. The scripture has used this tators. Prayerful preparation through repentance and
concept on many occasions (Col. 1:26-27; Romans. participation in the sacraments by the faithful and
16:24-26; Mk.4:11). It is noticeable that all major sac- peneficiaries are important.

raments or kudasakal are originally connected to the

mystery of salvation in Christ and they are aiming at Moses had a unique experience of God in a burn-
the sanctification and divinization of humans. ing bush. Mediation of Divine life through the sacra-
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ments is like this burning bush experience. The grace
mediated thus purify, stimulate and fulfill the grace
or divine potential deposited by God in human cre-
ation itself. By touching Christ and being touched
by Christ the participants of the sacraments become
Christ like. They grow towards the perfection of love
or radical commitment to the will of God as we see
in Christ. So the partakers of the sacraments slowly
become sacraments to sanctify the world around
them. This is the missiological aspect of the sacra-
ments. Each sacrament can be considered as a call
to work for the salvation, peace and justice of the
world. The Church as a whole is supposed to be a
sacrament. The Church has been obliged to commu-
nicate the experience of the Triune God and to serve
as an agent of holiness, peace
and justice in history. The world
as a whole and everything in cre-
ation serve as a burning bush to
convey the transcendent. But the
fallen world and the secularized
mind fail to experience the Invis-
ible in the visible. Purification of
the inner eyes through the sacra-
ments will ultimately help us to
experience the sacredness of the
whole world including humans.
So the sacraments can lead to
the restoration of the sacramental nature of the world,
lost in modern times due to the European Enlighten-
ment movement of 18th and 19th century.

It is essential to overcome the temptation to misuse reli-
gions as well as to sideline the rich heritage of religions.
In this context we attempt a re-reading of the meaning
of Holy Baptism and the enrichment with the life giving
Spirit in this volume. The Spirit is empowering. The
Holy Spirit in the ancient Christian tradition is the Spirit
of perfection and thus baptism is an initiation into the
process of progressing towards perfection.

Baptism is primarily meant to restore and renew the
creation to its original beauty and sanctity. Ancient
Christian wisdom describes this idea by depicting
baptism as a re-entry in to paradise which was lost
to the fallen man. As the Syriac scholar Dr. Sebas-
tian Brock rightly says, “St. Ephrem and the Syriac
fathers, like their Greek contemporaries, have a great
deal to say about the significance of baptism, but the
essential of it all is that baptism is the re-entry, for
each individual Christian who is baptized, in to Para-
dise. It effects for her or for him the transformation,
by means of the Holy Spirit, of fallen creation into
its pristine paradisical state. In other words, the new-
born Christian is raised to a plane where, provided
he allows the Spirit to do so, the Holy Spirit will bring
about the sanctification of the material world around
him.”(Studies in Syriac Spirituality. Dharmaram Pub-
lications, Bangalore:2008, p.52). It is significant that these
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fathers present baptismal water as womb which facilitates
the renewal of creation through new birth. It must be
noted that the crossing of the Red Sea and of the River
Jordan and entry into the Promised Land are seen by the
ancient Christian teachers as types of baptism.

Baptism serves as an ordination to those who join
Jesus Christ. The baptism of Jesus Christ was a mo-
ment of divine commissioning to the ministry of the
Kingdom of God. Even if John the Baptist was a cel-
ebrant in that service, actually God the Father and
the Holy Spirit were affirming and appointing Jesus
Christ for that mission. So, the whole Trinity takes ini-
tiative for the transformation of the world. Likewise
in the baptism of each one, the whole Trinity affirms,
advocates and appoints the baptismal candidate for

Holy Qurbana is basically a deep expression of
human gratitude. The eucharist, another word for
Holy Qurbana means literally thanksgiving. It is
noticeable that most of the prayers in the Holy

Qurbana end with the words “we give thanks to
Thee and to Thine only begotten son and to Thy
Holy Spirit now and forever and ever”.

a mission to bring the new light of holiness, jus-
tice and peace to the world. It is noticeable that Je-
sus starts His mission primarily after his anointment
with the Holy Spirit in baptism. Early Christians had a
strong conviction that the reception of the Holy Spirit
was for empowering them for such a mission as a
continuation of that of Jesus. Anointing in the olden
period especially in the Jewish tradition was part of
appointing a person to be a king/queen or priest or
prophet. In the ancient Christian tradition anointing
especially in Baptism indicates the reception of the
Holy Spirit for self fulfillment and a ministry. Thus all
the members of the Church have been ordained for a
ministry to be a presence of Jesus to renew the com-
munities and to transform the world in tune with the
Divine expectations.

It is the ardent desire of God that everything in creation
especially humans created in his own image to grow to-
ward the fullness of life. It was a Divine wish fulfillment
that the church was formed as a mother to ensure such
a fullness for many. Those who are initiated into Christ
are supported by her nourishing food and drinks like
the Bible, Holy Worship, lives of the saints etc.

The west Syrian liturgy which is used in the worship
of Malankara Orthodox Church is closely connected
to the worship of the ancient Christian community.
Jewish temple worship, synagogue worship, Bible
and local cultures of the church in each country has
influenced the formation of liturgy.
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Holy Qurbana has mainly three parts: Thuyobo or pre-
paratory prayers, public worship and post communion
service. The first and the last are done in secret. Public
worship comprises of instruction of the word, words of
institution of the Qurbana, fraction of the holy elements,
invocation to the Holy Spirit, procession to the West,
and communion and dismissal. ‘Public’ is used not only
to distinguish this part from thuyobo and post commu-
nion but also to distinguish this corporate worship from
personal and family prayers.

Holy Qurbana is basically a deep expression of hu-
man gratitude. The eucharist, another word for Holy
Qurbana means literally thanksgiving. It is noticeable
that most of the prayers in the Holy Qurbana end with
the words “we give thanks to Thee and to Thine only
begotten son and to Thy Holy Spirit now and forev-
er and ever”, and most of the hymns are filled with
praises and thanks to God. On behalf of the whole
world we raise our hearts with full of gratitude to God
for his wonderful creation, the salvation He prepared
for us, the Divine providence for the ever growing life
and the glorious inheritance prepared for us. Bread
and wine, the products of human labor and also their
means of sustenance and growth represent our very
life itself and these are offered to God as our own life
offering as an expression of thanks. Including our life
everything we enjoy is a gift to us. (I Cor. 4:7). Personal
experience of specific Divine intervention may further
support and substantiate the thanksgiving in worship.
When | was recovered from severe and long ordeal
of Dengue fever and accompanied infections in 2013,
gratitude to God was multiplied in my heart. After a
few months’ gap when | attended the Holy Qurbana
for the first time, the Biblical image which came to my
mind was the thanks giving dinner party given to Jesus
by the family of Lazarus after his resurrection. (St. John
12) While Mary and Martha were serving Jesus, Lazarus
was dining with Jesus. | felt that | was sitting beside Je-
sus having dining fellowship.

Holy Qurbana is the declaration of the faith of the
church. Not only in the Nicene Creed but throughout
the worship, the Church is declaring the foundation-
al faith. The parishioners come together to confess
their convictions about the things invisible. It is an
alarming fact because of the too bright light of ma-
terialism today vision of the transcendent source of
life is dim to the modern civilization. According to the
secularized mind, the only reality is that which can be
experienced. Based on the revelations, the Church is
fully convinced about the fact that there is a spiritual
world behind this visible and tangible universe. The
worship is a declaration of our faith in the triune God
who fashioned this world out of nothing, who took
initiative for its salvation, who leads us to perfection.
Worship is also the community’s strong declaration
that Jesus Christ is our Lord and God. In history great

SDIOC, Auckland, NZ Consecration Souvenir

personalities like Gandhiji, Mother Theresa and Sachin
Tendulakar who shine like stars appear occasionally.
While appreciating their achievements and unique con-
tributions and glorifying them, we are not ready to give
worship to them. In spite of the severe persecution,
the early Christians in the Roman Empire refused to
give worship to the emperors and idols and they wor-
shipped Jesus Christ as their Lord and God because
they experienced the fullness of life only in Him. Ortho-
dox Christian community in twenty first century is also
in continuity with the faith and tradition of the Christians
of antiquity. It is by being steadfast to these foundations
of faith that we try to be open to the people belonging
to other religions and ideologies.

Holy Qurbana is the celebration of the fellowship of
the Church. The Church is supposed to be a sign and
sacrament of the kingdom of God of which fellowship
is one of the greatest marks. Members of the Church
gather together at the visible church of each locality
to form the unity of the church which is foundational
to the worship. According to the teaching of the Lord,
reconciliation with the fellow humans is an essential
pre-requirement for being united with God through
worship (St. Mathew 5:23, 24). By going out of our
egoistic comfort zones and reaching out to other
members that we celebrate the joy of harmony and
discipleship of our Lord who taught us to be the chil-
dren of God by being peacemakers(Mt. 5:10) and to
love one another as He has loved us (St. John 15:12).
Early Christians used to think that participation of
members with the feeling of hatred in mind would
defile the Holy Qurbana.

Holy Qurbana is specifically our communion with the
Lord Jesus Christ. There are four steps in our union
with the Lord in the Holy Qurbana: By listening to the
celebrative reading of the Gospel which contains the life
and teaching of Jesus, by experiencing the whole life of
Jesus including the second coming as reenacted in the
Holy Qurbana, by raising our hearts and minds to Him,
and by receiving the body and blood of Christ. So com-
munion at the end of the Holy Qurbana is the culmina-
tion of our union with Christ, the source of our liberation
and deification. In fact we come to the worship to meet
and experience Jesus as Jesus was experienced two
thousand years back in Palestine by his disciples and
many others. When Christ’s life is reenacted He who
has promised to be present to those who gather in His
name is present in the Holy Worship. The chief cele-
brant during the service exhorts us to raise our hearts to
up above where Christ is seated at the right hand of the
Father. This spiritual and mental union becomes easier
for those who practice daily such communion through
ejaculatory prayers like Jesus prayer. All attempts to be
united with Christ is to become like Christ in thinking,
desiring and acting. .
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Blessing of foundation stone - His Grace Dr. Yuhanon Mar Dimecember 2009
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Fr. Biju Mathai (Vicar), Fr. Bishoy Mekhaiel (Coptic Orthodox C
Fr. Ghebre Berhan Fisseha (Eritrean Orthodox Church) and Fr. G
Bosauder (Antiochian [Greek] Orthodox Church) assisted
philos during the ceremony.
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Construction work starts on 11 March 2013
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Cross Installation on 9March 2014
Service led by Vicar Fr. Biju Mathai
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Saint Geevarghese Mar Gregorios
(Parumala Thirumeni)

Pray for us ndh
Insertediby Well wisherss

Saint Geevarghese Mar Dionysius
(Vattasseril Thirumeni)

Pray for us _
Insertediby Well wishers®
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Call Me Now
Sebastian Pinto
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www.sebastianpinto.harcourts.co.nz

Blue Fern Realty Ltd.
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138 Sturges Road,
Henderson Heights
Licensed Agent REAA 2008
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/) hurch” is the holy place

where one feels the pres-
ence of God. Church consecra-
tion is the process of encom-
passing God’s presence in a
place through special invocatory
prayers. God who was pleased
with the sacrifices of our fore-
fathers commanded Moses to
build a tent which would signify
His presence among Israelites. God also asked Solo-
mon to build a temple for Him. These instances fore-
tell God'’s intention of establishing a permanent altar
through the sacrifice of His only begotten son. The
eternal love of God manifested in the sacrifice at Calvary,
bestows peace and blessings on all. It is beyond our
comprehension to imagine the omnipresent and the
Lord of all universes to dwell in an abode built by
us. When Mary lived a life of purity, the saviour of
the world incarnated through her. God descends into
our sacrifices when we offer them with total purity by
repenting for our sins and shortcomings. The glow
which emanates from our heart engulfs the Church,
thereby signifying God'’s presence there. Our body is
the temple of God enlivened by His soul and the prayers
and fragrance of frankincense which emanates from the
Church imparts blessings to our soul. When the unlim-
ited God limits himself, His presence does not get limit-
ed but we are made aware of His unlimited possibilities
and we come to the realization of His presence in every-
thing. When the Church is filled with God’s presence,
the angels, arch-angels, saints and all our forefathers
sing praises and worship the God almighty, together
with all living beings.

When God wishes to build an abode for Him he spe-
cifically selects the people who will fulfill His wish,
manifesting God'’s plan for each one of us. The place
chosen for the above would have been predestined
for its construction. We read in 1 Chronicles 21:25
that the Lord commanded David to set an altar unto
the Lord in the threshing floor of Ornan the Jebusite,
which points to the fact that the particular field was
earmarked by the Lord for building the temple at Je-
rusalem, through events spanning across ages. Some
places were made holy by saints who have lived and
journeyed through those places leaving their heaven-
ly aura behind, manifesting the will of God to build a
house for the Lord. These Churches proclaim the her-
itage on which our worship is rooted and the forms
of construction must proclaim the presence of God.
It must be remembered that God commanded Moses
and Solomon to build the temple following specific
instructions to signify His presence among Israelites.
The arches and other icons in a Church are meant to
proclaim the glory of God.

The utensils and things that we use in our Churches
for worship have close semblance and connection
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“THE GHURGH
AND THE PEOPLE
BEARING
GOD'S IMAGE”

Rev. Fr. Varghese P. Idichandy
Bangalore

to those items that were used in the Old and New
Testaments and they also remind us the forefathers
who led us on our faith. The twelve candles repre-
sent the twelve disciples and the seventy two rings of
the incense burner represent the seventy two chosen
people sent out by Jesus to spread the good news.
We use a liturgical order in which we remember
mainly the last supper of Jesus in Holy Qurbana.The
prayers and hymns that precede the Holy Qurbana
which were composed by our forefathers and which
evolved through their intense prayerful and medita-
tive life, prepares us for this great event. Through the
participation in the Holy Qurbana, we partake in the
life and death of our Lord and savior Jesus Christ and
thereby transform us to the position of children of
God. The godliness in the hymns and prayers together
with the fragrance of the incense transports our wor-
ship into a heavenly plane thereby reenacting and in-
ternalizing the heavenly worship experienced by the
disciples. When we repeat the words of the hymns and
prayers, we experience a heavenly sacredness. The
burning of the incense symbolizes the sweet fragrance
that our soul will start emitting when all our actions and
thoughts are aligned with that of our Lord God.
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“This is the day the Lord made; Let us greatly rejoice
and be glad there in”
Psalm 118:24

Kavil Ninan Varughese & family

68 SDIOC, Auckland, NZ Consecration Souvenir



We will feel the presence of God in a Church only
when we approach it with pure thoughts and with
pure hearts. In the war with the Philistines, Israelites
brought the Ark of the Covenant of the Lord into the
battle field so that they could have victory over their
enemies. However, the Israelites did not experience
victory but were defeated in the war and the Ark of
the Covenant was snatched away from them. The
Philistines took the Ark of the Covenant of God, and
brought it to the house of Dagon, and placed it be-
side the Dagon. When they approached the temple
the next day, they found that Dagon had fallen with
his face down before the Ark of the
Lord thus revealing the presence of
God. From this we can surmise that
if we approach God without purity,
we cannot stand in his presence or
experience His grace. His grace will
start descending on us in plenty
when we rise in purity.

The Church is the place where God
has called us to be present and where
God wants us to observe certain ritu-
als. In Exodus we read that God asked
Moses to remove the footwear from
his feet since the place on which he
was standing was holy. We continue
to follow this practice when we enter
the Church in order to internalize the
experience of our forefathers.

When we become instruments in the
hands of God, we can experience the unlimited cre-
ative possibilities that open before us. We also won-
der at the immense possibilities that fructify through
us and realize that it is God who is working through
us. When God prompts us to walk in the path of
goodness and we cooperate with Him, we can expe-
rience great miracles happening in our lives. He will
unveil before us great visions which only His chosen
ones can see and experience. When we grow spiri-
tually, we are imbued with the spiritual wisdom and
come to value the spiritual glow in people around us
rather than their worldly wealth. The aim of worship is
to ignite the heavenly spark in us to transform us to the
supreme awareness of God.

When we come in the presence of God we must be
aware of our shortcomings. Through repentance of
our sins during worship, the spiritual glow of our soul
will start to increase. Eastern worship encompasses
the whole creation. It reins our sense organs and fo-
cuses our body, mind and spirit to the heavenly wor-
ship. Churches are not built for God, but are places
which enable the heavenly spirit within us to praise
and worship God. We also stand along with the an-
gels to give praise and thanks to God. While worship-
ping our consciousness and our thoughts must get
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Let the divine touch
of God emanate
from Church and
encompass the

whole of New
Zealand enabling
many to partake in

the heavenly
worship. Let the
heavenly fragrance
that arises from
here fill our heart
with eternal joy.

lifted up to heavens. Real prayer happens when our
human needs decrease and our soul gets filled with
the heavenly joy. When our bodies get merged in the
heavenly bliss, we become part of the heavenly wor-
ship. When our internal glow increases, what we per-
ceive with the eye of our soul may not be visible to
others. The experiences of all who partake in worship
may not be the same but depending on their mental
states, each will have different experience from the
same worship. We will also be standing along with the
saints and our souls get fully illumined by the heavenly
glow.

The construction of this Church, like oa-
sis in the midst of a desert, fulfills God's
purpose of establishing truth and justice
and prevents darkness from engulfing
us. The service in the Church prompts
us to be like mother Mary who lived a
life of purity exemplifying the ideals for
which Jesus stood for. Like the Israel-
ites, who during their exile in the desert
built tents where they experienced the
presence of God and worshipped him;
let our devotion and piety transform our
worship to the heavenly worship in Je-
rusalem. This Church is the gift for those
who undertook the arduous journey as
nothing happens by chance. When we
falter in our steps, the God who gave us
strength to move forward will guide us
in our journey of hope. May this Church,
built in the name of the Malankara Sab-
habhasuran be the place of blessings to many. May
the divine touch of God emanate from Church and
encompass the whole of New Zealand enabling many
to partake in the heavenly worship. May the heavenly
fragrance that arises from here fill our heart with eter-
nal joy.

We must not lose the zeal that we had during the con-
struction of church. This must continue unabated for-
ever and this zeal must be part of our life. Only then
we will be able to pass on the purity of our deeds
to our children. Anyone who has made even a small
contribution towards building this temple of our Lord,
thereby enriching and making a mark in their life,
will be blessed. May our heavenly father shower his
blessings to all those who participated in this worship
or pass through its precincts in future. May the peace
and grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with all those
who have toiled for its construction. May this Church,
which we have built for our Lord, be filled with His
grace and | conclude with the fond memories that |
carry with me of the short stint | worked with you.
May God bless you all.

(Rev. Fr. Varghese P. Idichandy, was our Vicar from
June 2004 to May 2007) .
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We Export to:
Australia | Bahrain | Fiji | India | Indonesia | Ireland | Israel | Kiribati | Kuwait | Malawi | Malaysia
Mexico | Oman | Philippines | Qatar | Samoa | Saudi Arabia | Singapore | South Africa | Sri Lanka

Tahiti | Taiwan | Tonga | Thailand | UAE | USA | Vanuatu | Zimbabwe

From the team @ Meltrons : Max, Sam, Melroy, Matt, Joseph, Leo & staff.

“Meltrons Global Weighing Solutions - Delivering Superior value for all your weighing

and force measurement needs” - “May the force be with you”
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& & &  Millennium Mechatronics Limited | New Zealand
- = Email:info@meltrons.com | www. meltrons.com
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he reciprocal but irrevocable

and inexplicable comple-
menting role functions that are
explicitly and implicitly mani-
fested in God'’s love towards His
crown creation, that is created
in His own image and likeness,
exemplify man and woman as
the giver and the recipient as the
agents of God propagating the
human species and both together adore the Creator
and worship in all the days of their life. Thus worship
is an inevitable part of the created order, as there is
great and small in His Kingdom that tries to please
the One who gives him/her the breath of life. The
fallen Adam was taught how to worship his Creator
who clothed him with the first slaughtered sheep’s
garment for worship and hiding his nakedness and
for reminding his progeny to continue worshiping
the Life-giver, who appeared as an Incarnate Lamb to
bruise the head of the serpent.

Music, incense and colour vibrate the soul to glorify
the Lord in Spirit, the reason for man to worship God
with these inevitable ingredients in our devotional
supplications. Adam collected gold, myrrh and frank-
incense and waited patiently to offer the Holy one with
these gifts which the magi from the East offered Him
after 4,000 years. Therefore, worship is the lifeblood
of the created order. One who doesn’t worship God
will automatically worship Satan, as soul and body of
man becoming mature or degenerate only by prais-
ing the Creator or His enemy, the reason for spinning
the garment of incorruption or making it a black out
by the intrinsic light or by the lust of the flesh.
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Shall I send?’

E.S. John
Melbourne, Australia

“Many will go to and fro and knowledge shall in-
crease”, Daniel 12:4. The Industrial Revolution and 2
World Wars uprooted and made the global popula-
tion as nomadic refugees who either helped in con-
solidating the global foundation of the 4th Iron empire
of Communist Marxism which also inherited the bru-
tal ferocities of the previous 3 empires that prophet
Daniel saw in his visions, which also indirectly paved
the way for spreading the gospel messages through
spilling the blood of martyrs or wading through suf-
ferings in various dimensions of different denomina-
tional churches. It paved the way for the St. Thomas
Malankara church to spread its branches in different
continents of the globe.

The first Malankara Orthodox church formed in Mel-
bourne by a handful of members in the East radiated
its light from Melbourne to the other parts of Austra-
lia and beyond its boundaries. Though less in num-
ber, the devout members of New Zealand dedicated
their life for a noble ambition of starting a parish in
Auckland and purchasing a piece of land by the pre-
vious Vicar instilled the fire of building a parish build-
ing. The Malankara Orthodox Diaspora, similar to the
Jewish Diaspora of His first coming that identifies
with the Pharisaical hypocrisy and Sadducees’ com-
mercialization that made a den of robbers is also the
agonizing picture of today.

The tongues of Babylon that confused the builders
of Babel tower reflect in our temple communities
now. The clash of animal magnetism, that finds its
expression through individualism, finds its way out
as conflicts, rivalry and strife in families and religious
venues, is an evil product of the modern religiosity
that diluted and polluted the chaste faith. Old and
elegant churches that speak volumes of history
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are demolished for the construction of the towers
of Babel, with citadels and ramparts, small side tow-
ers with sky scrapers, together with small concrete
designs resembling like the monuments of weird
modern ‘abstract’ art that betray God who showed
the form to Moses on Sinai, Hebrew 8:5,... ‘The Holy
Temple is the manifested fullness of the image and
glory of the Most Holy One’, the assumed traditional
Gothic church designs, due to the competition be-
tween churches and religions by collecting money by
squeezing the vulnerable and the marginalized ones
who work in the Middle East deserts and snowfields
of temperate and torrid zones with heaving and fret-
ting, forcing many to leave our church for many such
material reasons. The structural chaos or deficiency in
the building of Parumala church after the demolition
of the old church is a classical example. Also ponder
over for how long the revolving earth can carry the
heavy burdens of the weight of such global concrete
forests. This fossil money culture that toppled our
faith and traditions is not a concern for the hierarchy
that derives support from the white-sepulchral play-
ers in the church.

The pioneers, who sacrificed for the accomplishment
of their vision of tomorrow, will be ousted as soon
as the parish that started with tears and sweats takes
its root in the foreign lands, though the miscreants
have been waiting from the beginning whether the
parish would survive from its teething problems, so
that they can stamp their authority upon the parish
community. This sort of fake democracy that cut
the tap root of the new plants has done irreparable
damage to the very foundation of the church in our
global communities. One who has total commitment
and apostolic faith should be at the nerve centre of
the church, not the ones who encourage mechanical
spirituality and worship in intellect that is triggered by
mechanical, electrical and software appliances.

There is no room for us here to ponder over the pa-
gan religiosity that slowly corrupted and decayed the
Orthodox worship by importing mainly the choir and
its musical paraphernalia that is played by teen-aged
girls or the youth who haven't learnt the art and skills
of music in making everything ‘full of sound and fury
that signifying nothing, the sound pollutions that de-
lete the Orthodox spirituality, with the help of musical
instruments and group tenor voices, and even when
the celebrant reading our meaningful prayers- Sedra,
Promiyons etc which were written by highly elated
spiritual Fathers- and the disallowed Religious Con-
vention charismatic songs at the time of ‘kaimuth’,
has wiped away the spiritual ethos is a thing to be
lamented upon. The worshipers are blindfolded
and hijacked by the choir mesmerism and the mute
worshippers are only getting a feeling of pop music
melody. The celebrant, who doesn’t get the support
of the hierarchy or an inexperienced one among the
immature laity youth, has no say in any of the innova-
tions and renovations because he somehow tries to
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survive three years by the support of the sentimental
youngsters and womenfolk that are in the workforce.
They take this training in our midst and divorce the
mother church, as they are going to be the part and
parcel of future charismatic churches. The teenage
girls who use, microphones are the vibrant protago-
nists in leading this orchestra, except the one male
who uses the microphone, while all other Altar Assis-
tants, in white-clad clothing, who are the aspirants of
future vicars in our parishes all across the globe gos-
siping and laughing during the matins prayers and
liturgy times in the Holy Sanctuary. There are many
other plays with in the play that | don’t like to men-
tion here.

Taking the role of MC members from each prayer
group is a torpedo that ended up in allowing the mis-
fits that do not know anything about our faith and
Church history and tradition, but only proved as a
naked satellite system for the clergy in running the
parish with their own whims and fancies. There are
many such evil tendencies that crept into church,
making the church becoming an autocratic citadel of
the clergy and its cronies. There is no democracy, but
only the regimented rule of militancy of the minority
that rule over the church everywhere.

All new Churches are built by the ‘two penny of the
widow’, but the unnecessary extensions and renova-
tions and new cement structures are done by beg-
ging and advocating the commercial cosmetics of
fund raising, Luke 21:1-9. “....how it was adorned
with noble stones and offerings- mega sacramen-
tal celebrations ....days will come when there are
not left one stone upon another that will not throw
down....” As we are heading towards these fiery
days of cataclysm, | am writing with heartfelt pain
and agony because Solomon built the Temple with
the menial laborers of gentiles and charging high
taxes, which paved the dynamiting of the Israel com-
munity by Solomon also importing idol worship and
marrying the foreign wives and adopting many such
concubines and their alien customs. Money and af-
fluence that make a stereotyped and sophisticated
religiosity of flamboyant and superficial Christian is
the destroyer of today’s spirituality. This mad race
of building huge mansions for God should come to
an end; otherwise the fate of Jerusalem Temple will
wipe us out as happened in the days of Nebuchad-
nezzar around B.C. 700 and Roman Caesar in 70 A.D.
Many, many Western churches are either demolished
or built casinos and big business places or used them
for various and notorious trading and sports venues.
These church buildings and dwelling mansions may
turn out either as our burial places or the property of
the antichrist, who shall rule us with his iron rod and
claws, any time.

The church and the parishes can survive only if it cher-
ishes the values of the apostolic faith that requires
no affluence and wealth and unnecessary rat races.
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“Praise the LORD, my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy name.
Praise the LORD, my soul, and forget not all his benefits who forgives all your sins
and heals all your diseases, who redeems your life from the pit and crowns you
with love and compassion, who satisfies your desires with good things so that

your youth is renewed like the eagle’s.”
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with prayers
Philip Ayyamplackal & family

Psalms 103:1-5
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However, we struggle to mix clay and iron together,
according to the vision of Daniel on the basis of the
statue, the church is surely to be swallowed up by the
Iron Empire which make forests of concrete buildings
with iron and cement and the church emulating the
secular system blindly, is going to eventuate.

These new parishes that acquiring a building is out
of the two penny of the widow and from the sweats
and tears of few devoted ones is becoming in the
constellation of the Eastern most Star of the Star of
the East, the Far East Diocese, though Singapore and
Malaysian parishes have been there before the birth
of these parishes. To found the 2nd parish under the
patronage of a saint who sacrificed the Metropoli-
tan’s whole life for the church is a standing testimony

Those who remember the fower of our Lord, and the gifts he ﬁm‘jiue to his
saints, and treat their velics with devotion, shall receive fiam God Meﬂ'mjx and
ﬁeaﬁry for their illness and other infirmities, .

of the saint’s sainthood by throwing a duel against
Satan. Hope and pray that no structural Colosseum
may build in the future Far East Diocese.

| think the Auckland Orthodox community’s achieve-
ment of constructing the first Indian Orthodox Church
in New Zealand is a great milestone and service for
the Church and the parish for the budding and com-
ing generations. “Whom shall | sent” for His mission
in New Zealand, Isaiah 6:8, is a question to all, but the
answer is from a handful of people who listened and
obeyed at the ripe time.

My sincere prayers and best wishes for the Star of
the East from where Christ comes again to gather the
faithful for the Bridal chamber feast.

(E.S. John, is one of the pioneer members of our f'
Church in Australia)

-~
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With compliments from

F Py
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St.Alban the Martyr

443 Dominion Road
Auckland, New Zealand
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towards a‘ meaningful ™

41~T"hese commandments that

| give you today are to be
upon your hearts. Impress them
onyour children. Talk aboutthem
when you sit at home and when
you walk along the road, when
you lie down and when you get
up”. (Deuteronomy 6:6 -7)

These were the words spoken
by Moses, to the people of Israel. Centuries have
passed but the significance of these words still re-
main. These words tell us about the importance that
we should assign regarding nurturing of our children
and ways by which nurturing should take place. The
future of the Church lies in the hands of children. In
a society, a church or home where the child has no
role to play, the ability or chances to contribute to the
growth of the church or the society or family is really
bleak. But if the church has to play meaningfully in
the lives of the children, it is very important to know
the problems the child faces today and the context in
which the child is growing.

a. Lack of social relationship.

This is one of the problems the child today faces.
There are various reasons to it. Because of the set
up of our nuclear family, often the children have only
their siblings to relate with them. Secondly, the time
that the children spend at home is limited because
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Ministry to the®s - -
M Children

Rev. M. K. Biju
Vicar, St. Thomas Marthoma Syrian Church,
Auckland

often quality time is at school or at tuition centers.
Even if there is time spending at home majority of
the children prefer to watch TV programs. Another
major factor that has resulted to this problem is the
fragmentation of family ties today. The quality of fam-
ily relationship at one’s home is directly proportional
to the overall development of one’s character, talent
and personality. All these factors in one way or the
other paves way for the lack of the development of
social relationship in the life of the child.

b. Lack of role models to follow.

What are the role models that we have in the society
and that influence the life of a child. If we ask a child,
it will be either a film star or a cricketer or a beauty
queen. These are the kind of people who have not
contributed anything creatively for the betterment of
the society or of the people. The emphasis today is
on the acquisition of money by any means, earning
fame and grabbing power and it is this value that is
injected by majority of the people into the child of today.

c. The influence of mass media.

The present day technology has really revolutionized
our world. Though there are lot of blessing in the
technological advancement that has been made, it is
the children who are affected the most. The values
that they hold to, the kind of dress they wear and the
pastime they indulge in are all influenced by the mass
media especially the cable television and internet. As
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a result of all this, even the moral values that we once
held as sacred are also thrown to the winds.

d. Teaching methodology that is irrelevant.

Sunday schools are agents imparting Christian educa-
tion. Often Sunday schools degenerate into schools
of telling stories found in the Bible without empha-
sizing as to how these stories need to be related to
life. Thus for many of the children Bible is another
story book and has nothing to do with one’s life. The
message of the Bible has to be made relevant to the
present day context. In fact the methodology and the
tools that are used to teach the children in the Sun-
day school has never been improvised nor even im-
proved. The problem is sometimes compounded by
lethargic attitude of the teachers in using new teaching
methods and the lack of commitment.

Sunday school has an important role towards a
meaningful ministry among children. Following are
some of my suggestions.

A. To give awareness to parents about their respon-
sibility towards their children.

It is often considered by the parents that the spiri-
tual nurture of the children is totally in the hands of
the church. Without the parents discharging their
responsibilities, the ministry done by the Sunday
school may go in vain. The parents need to be trained
in knowing and dealing with the problems that the
children face, and all these things could happen only
when the parish and the Sunday school take an ac-
tive part and also organize meaningful activities like
the family enrichment programmes for the parents of
the Sunday school children. A regular interaction in

The aim of ?/o@ Cross is humbleness and| ﬁtyit/eneﬂz

the church between the Sunday school and the par-
ents could also be encouraged.

B. Participation of the children in the worship services.

One of the problems affecting the church is the non-
participation of the children in the worship service. The
parents are also not bothered sometimes with regards
to the absence of the children in the worship service.
We need to seriously consider ways to help the chil-
dren attend the worship service and also make the
worship service meaningful to them. The parents also
need to be concretized with regards to this fact. One
of the problems that may arise later is that if the child
does not regularly participate in the worship services,
the tendency to skip the worship service may continue
even after completing Sunday school curriculum.

C. To organize activities that will empower the children.

The children of today seem to have lost all the initia-
tive to freely think, express and also to develop their
hidden potentials. This is basically because they are
never made to think in that way or in other words
they are always made to be dependent on others. It
is important that the Sunday school should take lead-
ership in organizing activities for the children so that
they can come out of the dormant state to where they
can utilize the God given talents and potentials both
for their personal growth and for betterment of oth-
ers. This article is only a small attempt to highlight
the dire need to concentrate more on the ministry
to the children by the Sunday school so that we can
proudly and boldly say that the next generation is
nurtured in true Christian faith and in the living faith
of our forefathers. So let us arise and toil so that we
can build up the next generation.

—

7

Mathai Joshua
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17 Il things are lawful for me,

but not all things are help-
ful. All things are lawful for me,”
but | will not be enslaved by any-
thing.” (I Cor.6.12)

Few months ago, as | was lectur-
ing a class, | asked the college
students if they would be able to
survive without their cell phones
for two days. Within a matter of
seconds, the general response was that they would
rather survive without food than losing the privilege
of using their phones and social network communi-
cations via Facebook.

Many recent researches demonstrate that technology
addiction has undoubtedly become a global epidem-
ic; highly predominant in both the developed and
the developing world. This psychological syndrome
affects not only children, but people of all ages and
from all walks of life. Cell phones, computers, lap-
tops, tablets, video games, internet, social and visual
media networks and their increasing prevalence have
impacted human life radically in the last few decades.
Digital technology and computers have worked their
way into more areas of life, from communications
and finance to social interaction. Definitely these
technologies have accelerated and enhanced human
life and brought about tremendous changes in the
fields of communication, science, medicine, educa-
tion, social life, industry and so on. However various
studies demonstrate that addiction towards these
technologies is intoxicating and have caused nega-
tive effects in today’s world, particularly on human
health and communication.

FREE BIRD...BUT ALWAYS IN CHAIN
Abraham Lincoln, the one who prohibited slavery in
America stated “freedom is the last, best hope of the
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TECHNOLOGY
ADDICTION:

A THREAT TO

PERSONALITY
ENRICHMENT

Rev. Fr. Varghese M. Daniel PhD
Research Fellow,
Yale University and the Vicar of
St. Johns Church, NY

earth.” Indeed, technologies proffer the freedom of
information, expression and socialization. However,
when we lose our freedom to choose, we become
chained to slavery. So said, technology also has its
own way of extending its chain to fasten someone’s
time, mobility, thinking, creativity and growth and
ultimately losing one’s own, freedom and indepen-
dence. Techno-addiction is also an addiction to a way
of perceiving, experiencing, and thinking. This addic-
tion leads to physical, mental and spiritual captivity.
It can also cripple one’s ability to maintain a healthy
social life and obstruct the proper development of
the faculties of human mind. According to St. Paul,
not all things are evil, but he conjures us to be the
master over all the things around us. Our Lord has
also proclaimed to us, that we need to have only One
Master (St. Matth: 23.8).

IN PROXIMITY...BUT TOWARDS SILENCE AND SOLITUDE
Technology brings proximity to many things remov-
ing delay in space and time. However, a continuous
and ongoing temptation towards a particular activ-
ity throughout a major time of the lifespan strongly
influences one’s life and behavior. As such, we see
how an uncontrolled obsession with updating Face-
book statuses, sending Tweets, playing social media
games, internet browsing and chatting are now scru-
pulously leading to neuropsychological disorder.
This disorder disregards life term goals and builds
a barrier of indifference towards society, plunging
into a world of stillness and solitude. However, that
does not mean all the above mentioned actions are
destructive, rather they can be beneficial if applied
in moderation; thereby subjugating its power on the
human mind.

CONNECTED...BUT YET DISCONNECTED
“To be connected” is the most popular slogan of so-
cial networks. Indeed it helps people to connect, net-
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work and maintain relationships with families, rela-
tives, friends and colleagues; but at the same time
an obsession with the social media, undoubtedly cre-
ates a barrier in connecting with the real world. All of
our valuable time cannot be spent on cultivating rela-
tionships through a technological medium. Real rela-
tionships can be affected when you don’t spend true,
quality time with those that mean the most to you.
Imagine a daughter sending text/email to her moth-
er, while living under the same roof. While this might
seem like a stretch, it is easy for certain individuals to
get completely absorbed in a virtual world. As one
gets engrossed with web-based chatting, connecting
with people living in different corners of the global
village; most times they fail to interconnect with the
ones at home, who share the same roof. Close rela-
tionships such as one’s own spouse, children, parents

Indeed there is positive aspect that technologies
help those who are shy to express their ideas
and voice, without embarrassment or fear.

However technology addiction also provides
refuge for introvert personalities.

and siblings, are disregarded and taken for granted.
In other words, “connected with the far and discon-
nected with the near’ seems to be the newly adopted
slogan for people highly dependent on technology.
In recent statistics, it was reported that more than a
third of Divorce Petitions comprises of the word Fa-
cebook and 80% of attorneys in the American Acad-
emy of Matrimonial Lawyers revealed that they used
Facebook as significant evidence in their divorce liti-
gation cases.

IN A SOCIAL WORLD...BUT SLEAZY SOCIAL SKILLS

Unambiguously, technologies have hastened the
socialization process. Right from infant technology
assists in knowing and acquiring knowledge on dif-
ferent cultures, languages and understanding global
communities. Internet, TV and digital world intro-
duces the society and the global village. They allow
people to communicate each other with a true friend-
ship. Sometimes it permits to tell whatever they
want and hide behind a faceless mask. Indeed there
is positive aspect that technologies help those who
are shy to express their ideas and voice, without em-
barrassment or fear. However technology addiction
also provides refuge for introvert personalities. They
nurture their anxiety and shyness, which keep them
away from face to face interaction, which is a crucial
means of communication. The lack of interpersonal
communication skills threatens many relationships
between parents and children, between spouses,
siblings, neighbors, colleagues and classmates. Ex-
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pression of emotions and response to the feelings of
others are unavoidable in the social world, but are
not measurable when we employ only technology for
communication.

HILARIOUS ....BUT PERILOUS TOO

As the saying goes, “There are four things one can-
not recover; a thrown stone, words once expressed,
occasions that were missed and time spent”. In this
digital age, | think we need to consider including a
fifth element as well and that is - information sent
through a digital media. It is an inclination, a prefer-
ence and descriptive to send messages, digital imag-
es and videos to update one’s personal information.
However, we must contemplate the fact that once we
post certain details/pictures on any network, it cannot
be retrieved, along with the risk that such information
can be stored by anyone and by any public or private
agency. Such arisk is prone to
damage someone’s life dread-
fully, even though the action
had no intention of hurting
anyone. Lawyers, employers
and other agencies rummage
around to weigh up their cli-
ents. Hence we need to un-
derstand that it is not always
entertaining as we connect
into the digital world. Tech-
nology addiction may damage
our circumspection and profound thinking; which at
times tends to be misplaced, when using digital com-
municative systems.

DESIRABLE... BUT DEPLORABLE TOO

At one time, in the midst of the Holy Qurbana, as
the priest proclaimed “May our minds, thoughts and
hearts be lifted up above, where God the father is
seated”, a music “why this Kolavary Kolavary de...
was heard echoing abruptly. This was the ringtone of
one of the parish members, who had carelessly for-
gotten to switch their phone on to a silent mode. As
a result, the worship service was disrupted, thereby
distracting the entire congregation. At another oc-
currence, a person was seen continuously texting,
while attending a Metropolitan’s retreat. This kind
of disruption has become a persistent pattern every-
where today — in Churches, work places and educa-
tional settings. It is norm that is commonly seen not
only among the common public, but also among the
clergies, bishops and high officials. They are unwill-
ing to think how they would feel if this had happened
when they were in the speaker’s position. These
days, during times of emergencies, people are more
interested in taking pictures of the terrible happen-
ings, than saving people’s lives that are hurt and af-
fected in disastrous situations. News Media report
this kind of inhuman behavior from around the world.
Is this desirable or deplorable? Accessibility to the
world and wide range of information are desirable.
Cell phone, tablets and other digital media do felici-
tate accessibility without time and space. It does help
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people to respond quickly, but at the same time facili-
tates hasty decisions. The appropriate use of certain
electronic devices, such as large screen monitors for
larger audiences during a worship service, unques-
tionably enhances the participation of the congrega-
tion. However the impulse to check emails, update
social statuses, send text messages or attend trivial
phone calls during a time of worship and reverence,
is an uncalled for deviation and a so-called technol-
ogy addiction.

PRACTICAL SOLUTIONS

* Spiritual exercise (abstinence from the devices
for certain days, meditation).

» Set up life goals and prioritize daily responsibilities.

* Make a timetable and limit the use of devices.

* Trustin God and in your will power and take a
pledge that nothing can enslave you.

* Be aware and accountable of the circumstances

CONCLUSION

“When we flourish fully, the gardener will say my
planting effort was not a waste” (Mat.15.1ff). We are
designated as the crown and steward of God’s cre-
ation (Gen.1.26). Each individual is created with dif-
ferent talents and called for a special purpose in this
world. That purpose should be explored by nurtur-
ing our God given talents and working towards ac-

Best Comp(iments

Fr.

complishing our goals of life. Technologies can be
integrated to achieve this particular purpose, but
without losing our very own individualities, identities
and personal characteristics due to over-indulgence
in them.

Are you addicted to the technology? (Main signs and
symptoms)

* Compulsive need to be online or have access to tech
nology devices.

* Schopophobia (scared to face people), loneliness and
depression.

* Temptation to use some sort of technological device
during any spare time.

* Developing the habit of relaxing and eating dinners in
front of a media.

* Increasing amounts of time spent on computer/ games
and internet activities.

* Uncontrolled behavior, in the absence of a device.

* Withdrawing from outside activities, communities.

Poor performance at school or work due to gaming /

chatting.

Feeling restless when not engaged in the activity.

Telling lies to use computer or other devices.

Neglecting family and friends for technology.

Inability to leave a game in order to attend to daily tasks.

Changes in sleep patterns.

Physical changes, such as obesity, loss of eye sight,

backaches, headaches etc.

Varghese M Daniel & Family
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Health hazards due

to radiation from
mobhile towers & mobhile phones

Dr Omana Mammen
(HOD, R&D, SIST, Retd Engr (ISRO),

IIW know that in all things
eGod works for the
good of those who love Him".
Romans 8:28. The presence of
two mobile towers within 40 me-
ters of my residence, a real men-
ace, is becoming a blessing as |
can reach out to many with the
’ i real truth and a helping hand. |
entered this field of research out of necessity for bet-
ter health.

| am convinced about the fact that radiations from
mobile towers and mobile phones are harmful to the
human body and the environment. But mobile indus-
try makes us believe that there is no problem! 99.9%
of doctors are not aware of it. Multidisciplinary re-
search is needed to find out more.

Mobile phone technology has revolutionized the tele-
communication scenario all around the world. Now
a days mobile phone has become one of the basic
needs of life. Mobile communication uses Electro-
magnetic Radiation waves in 800 Mhz to 2.4Ghz band
and mobile towers are part of the technology. These
towers are now present in everyone’s horizon of view
even in thickly populated areas and schools. Since
human senses do not directly respond to EM waves
we are not conscious that we are drenched in them.
However it is borne out by scientific research that
mobile phones towers are hazardous to health of hu-
man beings, plants and animals. Towers emit 10000
times the radiation of a mobile phone. The problem is
severe as a tower emits all the time and many service
providers use the same tower.

We had a series of infections since Jan 2012, in spite
of a healthy life style, using plenty of fruits and vege-
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tables from our home garden. | have read that micro-
wave radiations are harmful and started reading more
on it. The study revealed that the frequent problems
can be due to reduction in immunity level caused by
continuous radiation from mobile towers. We got an-
noyed due to sleep disorder similar to jet lag, with
sleepless nights and sleepy days. Increase in BP was
also seen. My four year old granddaughter had diges-
tive problems, fever etc. Dryness in the eye, jointpain
etc. were there even before the infections.

Problems reported in literature as biological effects
of radiation are: Sleeping disorder, Joint pain, Dry-
ness of eyes, Memory related problems, Fertility
problems, cancer, reduction in immunity level and
possibility of infections, diseases and quality of life.
We are bio-electrical systems. Each individual is
unique (body mass, current health ailments, medi-
cations, allergies, age, immune system sensitivity,
genetic predisposition etc). So all are not affected
equally by the radiations. Problems like headache,
fatigue, sleep disorder etc disappear as the source
of radiation is removed. Chronic diseases like B.P.,
cardiac problems, diabetics, memory problems, can-
cer etc gets triggered as the immunity level comes
down due to radiation.

International standards exist in erecting Mobile Phone
Towers and the standards also have guidelines for
acceptable power levels. Distance from residences,
schools etc are specified separately. India has adopt-
ed ICNIRP (International Commission on Non-lonizing
Radiation Protection) standards. Mobile phone base
stations with 4G towers are worse in their ability to
affect than 3G, 2G etc. The frequency range is up to
2.3Ghz and power density limit 10 watt/m2., whereas
the biological safe limit is 100 microwatts/m2.
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Radiation density is inversely proportional to the
square of distance from antenna. In US the safe dis-
tance is 500 meter. In India, only Himachal Pradesh
has specified the distance as 100 meters away from
homes. Kerala does not have any specification on
distance.

Measurement is the only way to find out radiation
density at a place. The value can be the effect of all
the towers nearby. A good radiation meter SRM 3000
used by industry costs Rs fifteen lakhs. A low cost
radiation meter Detex 189 has LED indication only,
but gives an indication whether the area is safe or
not. We made measurements with a precision meter
from VSSC. The effect of wifi, Laptop, microwave
oven etc. were also studied.

Inferences from measurement at my residence

Our homes are not safe because of wifi, laptops with
wifi enabled, cordless phones, wireless toys, mobile
phones, microwave oven etc. Their contribution can
be even greater than due to tower! Radiation from
tower increases with altitude and the first floor rooms
facing the tower showed 10 times higher value than
ground floor rooms. The terrace showed 100 times
increase. The radiation density reduces with distance
from the tower. Concrete walls block radiation to a
limited extent. Trees absorb radiation. The measured

To reduce radiation within the
house, wifi and cordless phone
were replaced with wired connec-
tions, disabled wifi in laptops and
decided not to use blue tooth, wire-
less toys and microwave oven. We
also decided to avoid high radia-
tion areas like the terrace. We grew
more plants like plantain, Jathi etc.
as they absorb radiation and block
radiation.

values were much more than the safe value, but less
than standards.

| was certain that our bodies are affected by micro-
wave radiations. It was difficult to convince even my
family members, but they supported me. | felt help-
less on what to do. The Lord wants us to keep trust-
ing Him even when nothing seems to work. Such oc-
casions are opportunities for the Lord to teach us to
trust Him as well as empower us to face discouraging
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situations Psalm 121 and Isaiah 43:2 were my con-
stant prayers and Jesus answered my prayers.

Myself and my husband, both Electronic engineers
with rich experience in VSSC, decided to eliminate all
radiation sources within the house. We also wanted
to inform others of our findings and solve/ reduce
the problem. So we gave a complaint to the Human
rights commission.

Eliminate radiation sources within the house

To reduce radiation within the house, wifi and cord-
less phone were replaced with wired connections,
disabled wifi in laptops and decided not to use blue
tooth, wireless toys and microwave oven. We also
decided to avoid high radiation areas like the terrace.
We grew more plants like plantain, Jathi etc. as they
absorb radiation and block radiation.

Reduce radiation level to safe value by shielding techniques
Shielding is a technique to reduce the effect of ra-
diation. Paint, film, cloth etc. are items available for
importing. We tried shielding the house, with locally
available materials. We tried different ways.

We were successful in shielding windows with stain-
less steel mesh with 1.5mm holes, used for mos-
quito proofing. Radiation density in rooms did not
reach safe level because of radiation penetrating
through walls. As the wall was at the back side, we
used chicken mesh of 12 mm hole size to shield walls.
holes <<wavelength of radiation.

V = fé =3x108 m/sec. &€ = 10cm so hole size <<
10cm.
This is cost effective compared to the imported paint,
cloth and film options for shielding.

Food, exercise, healthy practices and medicines
Walking barefoot effectively grounds the radiation
absorbed by the body. We try to increase immunity
level by healthy foods that are high in natural anti-
oxidants (Avial with organically grown vegetables,
goosberry with honey). We took ayurvedic treatment
for dryness in the eyes and flashes in the eyes and
homeopathy for joint pains.

Result

Our sleep pattern became normal and we get sound
sleep. We feel healthier. Sleep disorder and dry-
ness in eye reappear when | spend a few hours out-
side home or keep mobile phone within a meter.

After shielding, the signal received for a call gets re-
duced. Then the mobile phone boosts the signal level
and establishes communication with the tower at a
higher level. It is better to go out and make the call.
Even if communication is carried out at a higher level,
it is better from health point of view as the call time is
small in 24 hour day.
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Human Rights Commission considered the petition
and took necessary actions. The concerned were giv-
en orders to bring down the radiation levels to safe
value. The tower operator in turn has given a petition
that they follow the existing norms in the country!

| could find out many problems in the system which
make the people living near towers helpless. With the
existing norms, no case against the industry can win.

Protection from cell phone radiation

Problem from tower may not be a problem to most peo-
ple. Mobile phone is to be used with great care to safe-
guard health of the user. Get phones with less SAR value.
Do not allow children to use a cell phone for calling.
Even when it is not used, it is continuously communi-
cating with the nearby tower and hence radiating.

Make phone calls that are absolutely necessary and use
speaker phone as much as possible. Put your phone
near the ear only after two seconds of accepting a call.
Avoid carrying your phone directly on your body.
Use your phone only on conditions of optimum re-
ception. The signal strength is boosted up automati-
cally and you get more radiation. Do not use phone
in @ moving vehicle or in a vehicle. Do not keep the
phone in the bed room at night.

Make sure your immune system is in good shape Eat
organic food. Drink clean water. Get regular exercise.
Use non toxic cleaners in your home and body.

il
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S Whatever be the J'u]%rinﬂy and misfortunes, fﬁ@ will be é/wi@y for the children ;
of God because the Son of God'is on the @ﬁf hand side of the Father, J'ﬁoweri;y
Maﬂ'injy upon us, We all are His brethren, He is ﬂ/w@f maéiry intercession for

us to God the Father,

Effect on environment

Coconut trees after a certain height gets affected as
the leaves are at the top only. The leaves are crippled
and the trees die. Three coconut trees in our back-
yard were cut three years back. Now one in our back
yard and one in neighbors plot are with burnt leaves.
These are in one sector and there are healthy trees
nearby. Jathi trees also seems to be affected as the
seeds fall down without becoming ripe. As the trees
have leaves from the bottom, trees survive.

Conclusions

Tower is an open microwave oven. Microwave ra-
diations from mobile towers are harmful to human
health. There are short term effects and long term
effects. All are not equally susceptible to radiations.
But most people will be affected after many years of
continuous exposure. Temperature rise, increase in
the incidence of cancer, reduction in immunity and
resultant infectious diseases, premature aging, de-
crease in birds and bees are the result of the micro-
wave radiations.

Let me thank God Almighty who protected me and
guided me in my trials and enabled me to find out so-
lutions and to be alive with reasonably good health.
Getting some useful websites, giving insight to the
problem and affordable solutions, all | consider as
God'’s help. Jesus is alive, is in control of all situations
and is the only way to the kingdom of God. .

Zad I. Jabbour A.P.S

Artist Painter & Sculptor

ePortrait painting and sculpting
eLandscapes

oStill life

ePets portrait painting

eHorses and wild Animals

eMural and decorative painting
Byzantine Icon writer for churches and admirers

Tel: 0064-9-2709293 |Mob: 02102434449 | zadj@xtra.co.nz | www.zadjabbour.com
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In loving memory of

Thomas Mathew Philips
(Thoovonumalayil)
29.09.1928 - 02.06.2014

“My God is my protection and with him | am safe”

Psalms 18:2

BEST WISHES & PRAYERS TO SDIOC, NZ
FROM:
PHILIPS FAMILY, THOOVONUMALAYIL, KUALALUMPUR, MALAYSIA
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Is the

Church

Important?

To be able to answer the
question “Is the Church Im-
portant” we have to define the
Church. St Ignatius wrote “the
Bishop among his people is the
Church!”

St Paul wrote in his Epistle to the
(KJV Version) Romans 16: , Greet
Priscilla and Aquila my helpers
in Christ Jesus:...also all the churches of the Gentiles.
s Likewise greet the church that is in their house. ... ,
Now to him that is of power to establish you accord-
ing to my gospel, and the preaching of Jesus Christ,
according to the revelation of the mystery, which was
kept secret since the world began, ,, But now is made
manifest, and by the scriptures of the prophets, accord-
ing to the commandment of the everlasting God, made
known to all nations for the obedience of faith...

Of thrice blessed memory His Holiness Ignatius the
Fourth, Past Patriarch of Antioch and All the East, in
the opening paragraph of patriarchal decree wrote:
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Fr George Dn, Bosauder

“The Rites in general and the Sacraments in particu-
lar are the highway of the grace of God, a purifying
and sanctifying way which leads man to the great
mystery and grants him strength upon strength and
grace upon grace to be renewed and to be seen as an
‘image’ of his Creator. He becomes a ‘child’ not from
flesh and blood but from God.

Faithful preservation of the full purity of the rites is a
duty for all faithful believers: clergy and laity. This pu-
rity becomes an event in the depth of the soul of man-
kind. It transforms it and implants in it the grace which
accompanies it: acting perpetually in it and attracting
every blessing and enlightening and sanctifying.

The Church is the Body of the living and life-giving
Christ. It embraces believers by the Holy Spirit who
acts within it. “And | will pray to the Father, and he
will give you another Counsellor, to be with you for-
ever.” John 14:16.

The Sacraments are sacred actions performed by
the Church with the empowering of the Holy Spirit.
In these she offers to the believers the grace of the

95



Holy Spirit with tangible signs to sanctify them and
make them true children of God in an incomparable
worship. In that worship the Holy Spirit draws people
to Himself and to the Church, His Body, so that they
grow in Grace and stature, becoming perfect per-
sons, “to the measure of the stature of the fullness of
Christ, ... a glorious Church without spot or wrinkle or
any such thing.” Ephesians. 4:13; 5:27".

When the faithful seek the Holy Sacraments they are
seeking inter-effect of the Holy Spirit to their human
soul.

Baptism is the door through which we enter the life of
Jesus Christ. In baptism man puts on Jesus and takes
off the old man. He dies to sin and guilt and is re-
newed in sanctity and innocence. It is not he himself
who lives, but Christ who lives in him. (Gal.2:20.)

Holy Myrrh (Chrismation): The Sacrament of Holy Myrrh
is only offered to the Baptised. It is effected by anointing
them with Holy Myrrh in which anointing they are given
the seal of the Holy Spirit. They are blessed by His Holy
Gifts. These gifts cause the new life received in Baptism
to grow and direct it to full perfection.

The Eucharist is the completion of sacramental entry
into Church membership. To belong completely to
the Body of Christ which is the Church. The sacra-

DIAN SPICE

ments of Baptism, Holy Myrrh (Chrismation) and Eu-
charist are the Sacraments by means of which man
enters the Church of Christ.

Repentance and Holy Communion: The precious
Body and Blood of the Lord are the food of the one
who has been baptised in the Name of the Trinity and
sealed with the Holy Spirit.

Repentance and Confession: The Lord Jesus Christ af-
ter His resurrection from the dead when He appeared to
his disciples and said to them: “Peace be with you. As
the Father has sent me, even so | send you...”

Confession takes place in the Church Sin separates man
from God, from himself and also from the Church. For
this reason the act of reconciliation resulting from re-
pentance should be accomplished also within the body
of the Church. This act of reconciliation is not just an in-
dividual act performed by the faithful on his own behalf
but it is, like other sacraments, an act performed in the
body of the Church as represented by the Priest.

Ordination: The Lord Jesus Christ Himself chose the
Apostles first who were assisted by bishops and el-
ders and deacons. Afterwards these became their
successors; they are called by the Church as shep-
herds and priests. He gave to them alone (without
the others) the power to perform the sacraments,

SHOP
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to pastor souls, to teach the faithful
and to confirm the Church as the Body
of Christ. Lk. 6:13; 22:19. Matt. 18:18;
28:18-20. Mk.16:15. In.15:16; 20:21-23.
Apostolic succession of the priesthood:
The Divine Grace granted through the
sacrament of Priesthood is the same

The Divine
Grace granted
through the

body and soul. “Is any among you suf-
fering? Let him pray. Is any cheerful? Let
him sing praise. Is any among you sick?
Let him call for the elders of the church,
and let them pray over him, anointing
him with oil in the name of the Lord; and
the prayer of faith will save the sick man,

one given by the Lord Jesus to His Dis- sacrament and the Lord will raise him up; and if he
ciples. The Disciples and their succes- of Priesthood has committed sins, he will be forgiven.”
sors ordained priests and bishops in the . James 5:13-15.

Churches (Acts 14:23) with the same di- is the same From the above we can say that the
)’/lne power taken from the Lord Jesus. one given Church is where the bishop is with his
Take heed to yourselves and to all the people; meeting as the body of Jesus
flock, in which the HOIVfSp'rr]'t his msdi bY the LOrd Christ, preaching his word to everyone,
you overseers, to care for the church o . ited i d . .
God which he obtained with the blood of ~ J€SUS t0 His for g'”h(fl;ayszrcrgrr‘n AT
his own Son.” Acts 20:28. Disciples. that the Lord provided for the salvation

Marriage: From the beginning God Himself

instituted the sacrament of matrimony for:

‘So God created man in his own image, in the image of
God he created him; male and female he created them.
And God blessed them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful
and multiply, and fill the earth™

Holy Unction is a divine sacrament. It is given to the
faithful through the anointing of their bodies with oil.
They receive a divine grace to heal their illnesses of

of mankind. While this general defini-

tion covers some aspect of the Church
it is important to note that the sacramental life of the
Church requires sacramental space, ordained clergy
and sacramental vessels.

By having a consecrated church we can perform these
sacraments in accordance with the tradition received
from Christthrough the Apostles. Therefore: The church
- bishop, clergy, people, and building- is important. .

With Best Compliments from

Tel: 06-357 7107
Email: office@etc.ac.nz
www.etc.ac.nz

English
Teaching
College

English Teaching College (ETC)

14a Broadway Avenue, Palmerston North 4410

chaﬂcellor

motor lodge & conference centre

131 Fitzherbert Avenue, Palmerston North
Reservations Freephone: 0800 370 781 Email: info@chancellormotel.co.nz

www.chancellormotel.co.nz

Best Wishes from

Chancellor Motor Lodge & Conference Centre
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appiness is a mental or emo-

tional feeling that you have
when you are positive or feeling
pleasant. Happiness is something
that everyone wants to experi-
ence. Apparently everything that
we do in life is aimed towards be-
ing happy. Happy people tent to
live better lives than unhappy peo-
ple. They live longer and healthier
and even have better relationships. It is something that
a lot of people hunger for, but why?

We truly know that we are happy when we are satisfied
with everything in our lives, when nothing is missing
and also when nothing goes wrong. But life is not like
this; if so only for a small period of time. In Job 14:1 we
read, “We are all born weak and helpless. All lead the
same short, troubled life.”

So, what are some of the things that make us happy?
One thing that a lot of people say that makes them hap-
py is money. Being rich and wealthy, to be able to buy
anything you want. For example a lot of people say that
they would be happy if they could just win the lottery.
There was a study about this on a number of people
who won the lottery who all returned to the same level
of happiness before winning the lottery. Another situa-
tion was when a rich group of people were interviewed,
they said they felt empty..... Something was missing.
According to a you-tube video | saw called “Bubzbeau-
ty”; Lindy Tsang says that “Happiness isn’t dependent
on getting what you want”.

If happiness is not getting what you always want, then
it's got to be about giving things to other people. One
thing that you could give to others that won't just make
you happy, but also everyone else is love. Showing love
could be by donating your blood, money to charities or

HAPPINESS

Soumya Sunil
Melbourne

by donating your old clothes to people who may need
them. In the Bible, St. John the Baptist said “Whoever
has two tunics is to share with him who has none, and
whoever has food is to do likewise” .Even simple things
like smiling or waving to somebody is an act of love. By
showing love to other people, it ignites a spark within us
that makes us feel happy. Love creates joy within us.

Have you ever wondered why sometimes bad things
happen to the happiest people, the most innocent and
good people? Like when a tornado killed 24 people in a
school in Oklahoma in May 2013, or the bush fire which
killed 374 people and left over 2000 people with heat related
injuries in Australia which happened in 2009. Have you won-
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dered may be why God would let this happen? Why would
he let disastrous things happen to his own people?

Part of the answer to these questions can be found in
the Book of Job. The book of Job basically talks about
how there was a meeting in heaven and how Satan
wanted to challenge God and torment Job to see if Job
would still love God and be his servant. God said that
Job was his righteous servant but he let Satan do it.
Satan did many horrible things to Job, but no matter
how much Satan tormented Job; Job never gave up
and kept his faith. But who caused all these bad things
to happen to Job? The book of Job clearly states that it
was Satan. God had allowed Satan to test Job.

Now let’s take a look at Luke chapter 13. It's an incident
when Jesus is teaching on repentance.

Luke 13:1 says: “There were present at that season
some that told him of the Galileans, whose blood Pilate
had mingled with their sacrifices.”

This verse is telling us about how Pilate was torturing
Jews and the people come to Jesus to ask him why
does God allow that to happen?

Then Luke 13:2 says: “And Jesus answering said unto
them, Suppose ye that these Galileans were sinners above
all Galileans, because they suffered such things.”

Jesus is asking the people whether these people who
were tormented by Pilate were sinners.

In Luke 13:3 Jesus then says: “l tell you nay: but, except
ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.”

In other words what Jesus is trying to teach is that we
live in a world that is full of sin and disorder and bad
things do happen to ordinary people. You can’t say that
bad things happen to good people because no-body is
good, everyone has sinned nobody is conceded “good”
because we all find it hard to live up to expectation of
God. But on the other hand bad things do happen to
people who we think to seem are innocent under our
eyes. But the bottom line that Jesus is trying to tell us

is to try not to link disaster with blame that bad things
happen because someone has done something bad to
make it happen, he says unless you avail yourself of eter-

nal life through me you're all going to perish. It means that
eternally we will all live in paradise and that's all available. ®
to anyone who is willing to give his life to Christ and to’

become a follower of his through faith. s _ 4” N,
In life, the happiest people may not be the most pgrfect, A
but it is what theyaio for otherSithat makeg both us apd

God happy. 8
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A brief meditative study

Annamma Philip

LOVE

(sacrifice of self)

The core of Christian faith has been built on the word

of God which says

m  “For God so loved the world that He gave his one
and only Son that whoever believes in Him
shall not perish, but have eternal life.” - John
3:16

God wants us to have steadfast LOVE to one another.
St. Paul’s poetic explanation of love in 1 Corinthians
13 is well known. By practising Godly love (AGAPE),
we conduct God'’s love and serve the Lord. The love
for Father Almighty God made Jesus to love all unto
His Death. The love for their master made the Apostles
and the early church suffer persecution willingly. We
fail to love when things go contrary to what we expect.
We are frail in spirit and we are tempted to sin.

Our Lord has commanded, “that you love one another

as | have loved you” (John 15.12).

m “The earth is full of His steadfast love.” -
Psalms 33:5 “

m  "The steadfast love of the Lord is from everlasting
to everlasting on those who fear Him, and His
righteousness to children’s children.” Psalms 103: 17

If we are sincere in love, we will be compelled to
forgive others thereby obtaining the grace to be
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INTRODUCTION

The fruit of the Spirit is a single fruit

with nine inevitable ingredients. It
combines all the commandments

of God, in simple and achievable
goals. It defines a true Christian

: personality. God is the only tree,
‘“iu when carefully budded with, a
' believer can bear the fruit. The
careful budding is not only the one

time baptism, but also an unceasing transparent fellowship
with God. (John 15: 5). A fruit bearing Christian is a servant
of God and helps to build the Kingdom of God on earth.

Today we are busy making a living and expanding our
barns. We often forget the promised eternal true life with
our Lord Jesus Christ. The Christian churches around
the world seem green with thick and healthy leaves!
But will our Lord find the fruit of the spirit?

“The fruit of the spirit is LOVE, JOY, PEACE,
PATIENCE, KINDNESS, GOODNESS, FAITHFULNESS,
GENTLENESS, AND SELF-CONTROL.”

Galatians 5:22-23.

forgiven. This is impossible without God. It is the love
of God which should work in us. It is this abiding love
of God, that we enjoy today in our daily life. The love
in the fruit of the spirit is that which loves everyone,
no matter what the situation or outcome may be. Love
even the unlovable enemy! All powers one may have
amounts to nothing, if lacking in love.

Joy

(the sacrifice of praise)

We often misunderstand that joy is the happiness that
we experience when our dreams come true or while
celebrating an event. But, the Joy mentioned in the fruit
of the spirit is the state of mind which gives all praise
to God, who is the source of our happiness. Only God
can give us that joy.

m  “The joy of the Lord is your strength.” - Nehemiah 8:10

m  “Though you have not seen him, you love him;
and even though you do not see him now, you
believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible
and glorious joy” - 1 Peter 1:8

David had great joy in praising the Lord at all times
— both in times of happiness and sorrow. Joy is
praising God for everything; when He blesses
and when He chastens. Paul and Silas, even when
imprisoned after being beaten up, were praying
and singing Hymns to God.
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®m  “In The world you will have tribulations, but
be of good cheer, | have overcome the world.”
-John 16:33

m  Atrue Christian has to suffer persecution (2 Timothy
3:12) and need to count it as joy (James 1:2)

God is omnipotent, omnipresent, omniscient and the
most trustworthy helper. Our faithful fathers always
rejoiced in the Lord. Our joy is the hope for eternal life.

PEACE

(sacrifice of trust)

We perceive Peace as a state of mind when everything
is favourable to us, or the absence of conflicts.

m  “Peace | leave with you. My peace | give to you. Not
the world gives do | give to you. Let not your heart
be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” - John 14:27

m “Blessed are the peace makers; for they shall be
called sons of God.” Matthew 5:9

Being at peace is a state of mind where we are not
afraid or anxious about anything in the world; like
Prophet Daniel in the lion’s den, like the young trio in
the fire, like our Lord in the Garden of Gethsemane.
Peace is a state of calmness in tribulations as we
trust in the Lord. Peace is the outcome of complete
confidence in God.

m “Great peace has those who love Your law:
And nothing causes them to stumble.” - Psalms
119:165

m  “You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is
stayed on You, because he trusts in You.”- Isaiah
26:3

We must have our peace in Lord Jesus Christ, the
Prince of Peace, who has paid a great price for our
Salvation! He, Himself became a ransom for us.
Peace is reconciliation with all human beings and all
creations and with God. Peace is an acceptance with-
out complaint, of every situation which God brings
in. It is a comfort of fearlessness by experiencing the
abiding presence of Immanuel. Peace is serenity which
God offers to a faithful servant of God. We derive it by
learning and following the word of God and by trying
to seek more about Jesus and His righteousness.
Jesus is the King of peace and we need to be in union
with Him.

PATIENCE

(Doing nothing when tempted to get angry or to do revenge)
Patience is waiting on Christ for judgement and
forgiving our trespassers. Patience is settling with
anyone who disagrees with us, for the sake of Christ.
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Patience kept Jesus silent when Pilate and the High
priests of Jerusalem questioned and scourged Him.
It was patience which made Jesus and St. Stephan
pray for their enemies before they died. Patience
made Abraham to reconcile with Lot. Patience is the
lubricating oil when relationship between two people
strains! It is a key to open harmony in relationships.
Patience encourages forgiveness and tolerance.

m  “My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into
various trials, knowing the testing of your faith
produces patience. But let patience have its perfect
work that you may be perfect and complete.”-
James 1:2-4

God will help us in our weakness, if we have patience.
Obedience to the word of God is better than sacrifice.
Patience is submitting all anger, hatred and guilt on to
God and have faith in His fellowship and leave every
judgment to God.

KINDNESS

(The desire for a Godly action)

Kindness is caring for anyone, anywhere, whenever
needed; the act of being aware of other people’s
helplessness, being empathetic and helping
unconditionally. It was Mother Mary’s kindness which
led to the first miracle of Jesus at Cana. Kindness is the
ability to love someone more than what they deserve.

m  “Be kind to one another, tender-hearted, forgiving
each other, just as God in Christ also has forgiven
you.” - Ephesians 4:32

The Shunammite woman built a special room for
Elisha, the prophet. Kindness of Jesus was evident in
His eyes towards the sinners and the suffering people.
Kindness is God’s grace abiding in our heart ready
for action.

With best
compliments from

Juvin & family
Auckland
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GOODNESS

(Doing gracefully without expecting reward)

Goodness is one’s quality to be on tip-toe all the time
to do good under all circumstances. Abraham rushed
to rescue Lot from captivity and this act of kindness
was rewarded with the visit of Melchizedek, the king
of Salem and the priest of God, most high; who was
foreshadowing the Messiah.

m  “Not returning evil for evil, or reviling for reviling,
but on the contrary blessing, knowing that you
were called to this that you may inherit a blessing.”
- 1 Peter 3:9

Rebecca was engaged on the basis of the goodness
she showed to a stranger. So was Rahab’s family
spared from destruction. Goodness is making the right
choices for all in God's standard and always honoring
others.

FAITHFULNESS

(Always being obedient to God)

Faithfulness is doing the will of God even when the
outcomes may seem unfavorable. It involves triumph
over the passions for positions and wealth, lethargy,
impulsiveness, procrastinations, rationalization, apathy
and rebellion. Abraham obeyed God even when he
was asked to sacrifice his son of promise, Isaac. When
God confirmed the faith in Abraham, He stopped
Abraham from killing His son.

m  “And Abraham called the name of the place, The-
Lord-Will-Provide.” - Genesis 22:14

Jesus was always faithful to God the Father unto His
death. Faithfulness also means complete loyalty to
others as well as to God. It enables the establishment
of God'’s righteousness in all circumstances. David was
faithful to Saul and spared the latter’s soul. Jonathan
was faithful to David. Prophet Elisha was faithful to
his master Elijah and never could he separate from
his master.

Faithfulness is very fragile when Satan tempts us.
Adam and Eve’s faithfulness failed when the snake
tempted them. Apostle Peter betrayed the Son of God,
when temptations of survival came. David fell from his
throne of righteousness when the temptation of lust
came. Judas betrayed Jesus when shekels shined in
his mind.

God is always faithful to us in all His promises.
Unceasing prayers with a broken and contrite heart
will help us maintain our faithfulness to God.
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GENTLENESS

(Being humble in the sight of the Lord)

Gentleness means meekness and accepting the
supreme authority of God over us. Gentleness is
leaving all our battles in the hands of the Lord.
Gentleness of Jesus gave Him the ultimate victory over
the power of darkness. The level of gentleness shown
by Jesus and Mother Mary is matchless. Gentleness
assures victory over evil and leads to eternal glory.

®m  “Who, when he was reviled, did not revile in
return, when he suffered he did not threaten, but
committed himself to Him, who judges righteously”
— 1 Peter 2:23

Hannah showed gentleness when Peninnah annoyed
her continuously for not having children. Hannah only
kept on praying silently in grief.

SELF CONTROL

(Armour against the obstacles that separates us from God)
Self-Control is the sum total of all Christian discipline.
It is the solid foundation for all kinds of spiritual gifts.
Prayer is the path way to self control. Temptations
and desires are the two weapons devil uses against
believers. Prayer helps us to discern God’s will for
us and He provides us the armour of self-control.
Joseph could seek God’s will and His righteousness
when the unfaithful wife of Potiphar tempted him.
Sapphira and Ananias could not show self control
over the temptation to hide some of the wealth they
had vowed to God.

m  “Knowledge of God gives self control. Self control
gives perseverance and perseverance produces
Godliness.” - 2 Peter 1:6

m  “Let no corrupt communication proceed out of
your mouth, but what is good for the necessary
edification that it may impart grace to the hearers.”
- Ephesians 4:29

Lack of self-control in Moses caused Lord’s displeasure
for striking the rock at Meribah.

CONCLUSION

The fruit of the Holy Spirit is the only spiritual gift
one cannot fake. Only God can help us with this fruit
bearing on a continual fellowship with Him. Fruit of
the Holy Spirit is the confidence of walking with God
in complete obedience.

With the consecration of our new Church, may our
souls and minds get rejuvenated to bear the Fruit
of the Spirit. May we find solace to our minds and
comfort for our bodies by loving Jesus and keepin

his commandments. 8
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Jesus

Shradha Rachel Sabu

Jesus is loving and kind,

He is like the workers on the field,

who gathers and binds.

He loves and cares for those in the world,
who are shunned by others,

He is one with the Spirit and the Father.
He suffered and gave up his life for us,
but we still live in sin and lust.

He is our saviour and our mediator,

His love is bigger than the crater,
Jesus is our Saviour and our shepherd;
we are His sheep and His herd.
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LOEGONS

Introduction

“Yes, the sparrow has found an house, and the swal-
low a nest for herself, where she may lay her young a
place near your altars, Lord Almighty, my King, and
my God. Blessed are those who dwell in your house;
they are ever praising you.” Psalm 84:3-4

These words uplift us with confidence and assure
that our desires will be satisfied if they are set upon
Him. Creatures which do not understand what the al-
tar means, may build beside it, and those which have
no notion of who the God is to whom the house is
sacred, are yet cared for by Him.

Our faithful in New Zealand especially in Auckland
are a blessed generation who could partake in build-
ing this Church for the generations. A rare opportu-
nity God has assigned to the chosen!

The church premises were very busy from mid Janu-
ary when dedicated members came to assist artisans
to finish construction, landscaping, and cleaning ac-
tivities. The premises were adorned with planting of
tress including Cedar, Fig, Olive among others. As
the day drew nearer, the labour and labourers went
on increasing. Day by day, the church and premises
looked more and more beautiful with an aesthetic
combination of new painting, decorations, icons, il-
luminations and impressive flora.

Arrival of Dignitaries
* H.G. Yuhanon Mar Polycarpos (Ankamaly) arrived
on 06/02/15 at 1.15am.

* H.G. Dr.Yakob Mar Irenaios (Kochi), Very Rev. Philip
Thomas Cor Episcopa (KL) and Rev. Fr. V.P. Idichandy
(Bangalore) arrived on 11/02/15 at 1.00am.

¢ H.G. Dr. Yuhanon Mar Diascoros (Chennai) and
Rev. Fr. Shinu K. Thomas (Melbourne) arrived on
12/02/15 at 1.00am.

* Rev. Fr. Thomas Varghese (Sydney) arrived on
13/02/15 at 1.00pm.

Dignitaries from sister churches who participated
were Anglican Bishop (Retd.) Richard Randerson,
Mother Wendy, Rev. Paul from Anglican Church -
Massey, Rev. Fr. Aprem Pithyou of Assyrian Church,
Wellington and Rev. Fr. Bishoy Mekhaiel from Coptic
Orthodox Church, Auckland.

The faithful community and well-wishers came from
all parts of the country and even from neighbouring
Australia. Apart from the parishioners in Auckland
there were numerous faithful from other I0C parishes
and congregations from Hamilton, Palmerston North,
Wellington and Christchurch. There were several at-
tendees from the Oriental Orthodox family viz. the Cop-
tic, Ethiopian, Eritrean, Syriac and from sister churches
Catholics, MarThoma Syrians and Anglicans.
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Ceremony
The much-awaited Consecration was conducted on
Feb. 13 & 14, 2015.

On Friday Feb. 13, 2015, the parishioners started ar-
riving from morning helping for the final preparation
of the ceremony commencing in the evening. By
5.30pm almost all members and a large gathering of
invitees had arrived. People assembled at 53 Keel-
ing road, from where all dignitaries were taken to the
church in a colourful, traditional ceremonial proces-
sion led by the ornamental cross, Holy Bible, Cath-
olicate flag, decorative umbrellas and an adorned
moving tent under which the Bishops moved in the
background of chanting of welcoming hymns. When
the procession arrived inside the premises, all the
Bishops together hoisted the Catholicate Flag. This
was followed with the ribbon cutting ceremony at the
main entrance of the church which was performed
at the hands of H.G. Dr.Yakob Mar Irenaios. At the
centre of the church, the bishops and priests lighted
the ceremonial oil lamp and the congregation sang
the Malayalam version of the hymn, “By thy light, we
see the light....” . Thereafter the bishops and priests
entered the holy sanctuary and conducted Kukillion
followed by Evening prayer.

Before commencing the consecration service, the
building committee convener John Varghese and
Project Co-ordinator Saji Pappen handed over the
keys of the church to the presiding bishop Mar Ire-
naios, representing the Catholicos of the East and
Malankara Metropolitan (as a symbol of surrender-
ing the ownership to the Holy Mother Church and the
Holy Catholicate). The handing over then progressed
in the following order: from Mar Irenaios to Mar Di-
ascoros, the Diocesan Metropolitan, then to Rev. Fr.
Biju Mathai, the vicar and finally to Mr. E.Mathew Ja-
cob, the parish Trustee.

Mar Irenaios then briefed the gathering, about the first
part of the Consecration which mainly comprised of
the stone laying inside the Holy Altar followed with
veneration of the Cross. Mar Diascoros was the chief
celebrant for this service. This part of the ceremony
was over by 9.00pm and dinner was served for all the
participants thereafter which was organised by the
Martha Mariam Samajam members.

On Saturday Feb. 14, 2015, the morning prayers
started at 6.00am. After the psalms and the first post-
incense hymn, the bishops and priests entered the
sanctuary to re-commence the consecration rituals.
All the three bishops and four priests got adorned
with ceremonial vestments. The Sanctuary cur-
tain was unveiled for the service. Mar Irenaios then
briefed the gathering about the second part of the
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consecration, which comprised of the Sacrament of
Holy Myrh (Chrism) and marking the altars, walls,
doors, windows, baptism pond with Holy Myrh and
installation of the Holy Cross on the Altars.

The congregation participated with hymns and re-
peated slow chanting of prayers “kyriealaison”. “Lord
have Mercy” and the song, “Honour and Glory for the
Trinity onein essence, Lord make Peace in Thy Church
and advancement forever” aired around. The three
altars, the tabilithas (moveable altars), baptism pond,
the sanctuary and the church building were sanctified
and anointed with the Holy Chrism. This part of the
sacrament lasted about three hours. Thereafter the
Holy Relics of St. Gregorios and St. Dionysius, were
installed in a cabinet on either side of the pillars at the
entrance of the Holy Sanctuary.

The morning prayers were resumed and followed by
the Holy Tri Mass (Holy Eucharist on three altars with
separate celebrants). Mar Irenaios celebrated the
Mass on the main altar dedicated in the name of the
Patron Saint of the Church St.Dionysius, Mar Poly-
carpos on the north side altar dedicated in the name
of St.Mary and Mar Diascoros on the south side altar
dedicated in the name of St.Thomas. Almost all of the
participants received Holy Communion during this
blessed occasion. The service ended at 10.45am.

After serving light snacks all gathered at the foyer of
the Church to unveil the plague commemorating the
major events of the church building from blessing of
the land till consecration. The plaque was unveiled
by H.G. Dr. Yakob Mar Irenaios in the presence of the
dignitaries and faithful.

The local Maori troupe then performed powhiri a tra-
ditional ritual to welcome everyone.

This was followed with a public meeting inside the
church to celebrate the completion of the great con-
secration event. After the prayer hymn by the church
choir, our Vicar Rev. Fr. Biju Mathai, welcomed the
gathering. The diocesan Bishop Mar Diascoros pre-
sided over the meeting. In the presidential address
His Grace appreciated the work done by the Parish-
ioners and exhorted the local M.P with a request to
take initiation in renaming Keeling Road in which our
church is situated to St.Dionysius Road which was
cheered with great applause.

Mar Irenaios gave the inaugural address, in which His
Grace extolled the services rendered to the parish
since its inception, especially by Mother Wendy, Bishop
Randerson, Fr. Bishoy, Fr. Aprem and Fr. Bosauder. He
also acknowledged the contribution of the parishioners
in general especially the founding members.

Felicitations were given by Bishop Randerson, Very
Rev. Philip Thomas Cor Espiscopa, Fr. Bishoy, Fr.
Thomas Varghese, Fr. Shinu K Thomas, Fr. V. P.
Idichandy, Mr. Phil Twyford (local MP), Mr. Sunny
Jacob (St. Peter’'s J.S.0.C.C), Mr. Alex Varghese (St.
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Gregorios I0C, Hamilton), Dr. George Mathew (Mar
Dionysius I0C, Wellington) and Mr. Philip Kuruvilla
(MarThoma Church). Fr. Bishoy in his message said
the Church in Keeling Road may turn out to be a place
for ‘’kneeling’ to find solace from Almighty.

All speakers unanimously acknowledged the miracu-
lous achievement of the church completion by the
small community in Auckland and the effectiveness of
the intercession of the patron saint of the parish. “The
work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent.”

The report of the church building project was read by John
Varghese. The church choir rendered melodious hymns
in between speeches. The Eritrean Orthodox Choir also
performed a ceremonial hymn for the occasion.

Mar Diascoros released the consecration souvenir by
giving the prototype copy to Very Rev. Philip Cor Epis-
copa. The respected Achen, while receiving the copy
said that he was receiving it on behalf of his parishio-
ner Mr. Jacob Mathew (Jojo), who is a well-wisher and
benefactor of our Church. It was annouced, the distribu-
tion of copies to the public will be made later by includ-
ing the report and photos of consecration.

The parish then presented Mementos to the visiting
dignitaries. The vicar received gifts for the parish sent
by other parishes such as St. Peter's J.S.0.C.C., St.
Mark’s Coptic O.C, Eritrean Orthodox, St. Mary’s (KL),
St. Mary’s (Melbourne) and St. Thomas (Sydney).
The parish trustee Mr. Mathew Jacob proposed vote
of thanks. After the National Anthems of India and
New Zealand, the meeting ended with prayer and
final benediction. Philip Ayyamplackal and K. Beno
Samuel served as Masters of Ceremony.

There was sumptuous lunch for everyone when the
meeting ended at 3.00pm.

On Kothino Sunday Feb. 15, there was Tri Mass again
led by Mar Diascoros; co-celebrated by Very Rev.
Philip Thomas Cor Episcopa and Fr. V.P. Idichandy.
After the service, Mar Diascoros distributed the in-
augural Hagia Sophia award and prizes to Sunday
School Children Stephan Skaria and Merlin Babu (Ju-
niors) and Sara Philip and Shradha Sabu (Seniors)
who got first and second positions respectively.
This was followed by distribution of mementoes to
all families of the parish, and to all parish managing
committee and building committee members. The
Metropolitan expressed the happiness for the comple-
tion of the church project and went on with further in-
structions, such as maintaining cleanliness, welcoming
new members, presentation of the project account etc.
Mar Diascoros presided over a specially convened joint
meeting of Building and managing committees after the
service. Lunch was served to all on Sunday too.
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On Monday Feb. 16, evening, there was Great Lent
prayer in the church. Mar Irenaios, Mar Diascoros,
Very Rev. Philip Thomas Cor Episcopa, Rev. Fr. Idi-
chandy and Rev. Fr. Biju Mathai were present to
lead the prayer. There was the Subkono (reconcili-
ation) service after the prayer. Both the Metropoli-
tans during their parting speeches exhorted all to
maintain the cleanliness in the church; no food to
be served inside the church, not even to infants!
They emphasised the need for special care to keep
clean the sanctuary and the adjacent rooms. The
Vicar expressed the gratitude and the joy of the
parish for the presence of the Metropolitans during
the consecration event.

During this eventful week in the parish, two young
boys were initiated into the Holy Sanctuary to serve
at the altar. Little children had their first writing of
alphabet by the visiting Bishops. Earlier, Mar Poly-
carpos had celebrated Holy Eucharist at Wellington
on Sunday Feb. 9, and Mar Irenaios celebrated Holy
Eucharist at Hamilton on Sunday Feb. 15.

Departure of Dignitaries
Mar Polycarpos, Rev. Fr. Thomas Varghese and Rev.
Fr. Shinu Thomas left immediately after the public

meeting on Feb. 14; they were to lead church services
next morning in Australia. Mar Diascoros left to Austra-
lia on Feb. 17 at 6.00 am. Mar Irenaios and Very Rev.
Philip Thomas Cor Episcopa also left on Feb. 17 by
the 2.30pm flight to KL. Rev. Fr. Idichandy left on
Feb. 19 by the 2.30pm flight to KL.

Our Vicar and office bearers of the parish were at the
airport for all the relevant arrivals and departures.

When the curtain fell on the consecration and relat-
ed events, the parishioners and well wishers had a
great collection of memories to cherish in the years
to come. This writer also joins them in glorifying the
merciful Lord for all the blessings throughout the
years and during this great event.

As this building has now been set apart as Holy for
the purposes of worshipping God, we have a higher
responsibility to hold steadfast to our commitment to
maintain it that way. In the Liturgy of Saint Basil the
Great, it is exhorted, “Preserve this holy house until
the end of the world. May you pray and labor for this
until the end of time.”

Blessed be the Name of the Lord henceforth and for-
evermore. ()
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CONSECRATION PART I
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CONSECRATION PART I1I
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PUBLIC MEETING

Unveiling the plaque by H.G. Dr.Yakob Mar Irenaios Mar Polycarpas, Mar Irenaios, Mr. Phil Twyford & Mar Diascoros

The dignitaries on the dais o

Audience

Welcome speech Presidential Address Inaugural Address Felicitation
Rev. Fr. Biju Mathai H.G. Dr. Yuhanon Mar Diascoros H.G. Dr.Yakob Mar Irenaios Bishop Richard Randerson
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Felicitations

Mr Philip Kuruvilla (MarThoma Church)

Mr Alex Varghese Dr. George Mathew
(St.Gregorios 10C, Hamilton) (Mar Dionysius 10C, Wellington)

Releasing Consecration Souvenir

Release of Consecration Souvenir Handing over the first copy by Mar Diascoros to
Very Rev. Philip Thomas Cor Episcopa

SDIOC, Auckland, NZ Consecration Souvenir 117



Vote of Thanks - E.Mathew Jacob Refreshment
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Mar Irenaios receiving from Saji Pappen Mar Diascoros receiving from K N Varughese

Mar Diascoros presenting to

Fr. Biju Mathai (Vicar)

Mar Irenaios presenting to
: ¥ o

Fr. V.P. Idichandy

Mar Diascoros presenting to

Eritrean Orthodox Church Fr. Bishoy Mekhaiel Mr. Philip Kuruvilla Mr. Baby Kuriakose
(Coptic Orthodox) Marthoma Church St.Peter’s JSOCC
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"~ MEMENTOS TO COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Oommen Philips John Varghese

for Sajan Uthup
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ST. DIONYSIUS INDIAN ORTHODOX CHURCH

o Auckland, New Zealand Inc.
Service Timings:

Sundays : 8.00am - Morning Prayer & Holy Eucharist

followed with Sunday school, Students, Youth & Women’s Ministry
Wednesdays : 7.00pm - Intercession Prayer
Saturdays . 6.30pm - Evening prayer & Holy Confession

ALL MESSIANIC FEASTS ARE OBSERVED AS PER THE GREGORIAN CALENDAR
The following non-messianic feasts are observed on the days mentioned below

or on the subsequent Sunday

St Stephen HH Mathews I

3 7

\
St.Dionysius Vattasseril  St.Kuriakose Mar Abdul Jaleel Bava  St.Afroth & St.Sabor St.George
(PARISH FEAST) Mar Gregorios (Kadeeshens) The Martyr

23 5 27
| June N

e . - t d Al |
HH Didymos | St.Peter & St.Paul St.Kuriakose St.Mary St.Yeldho Mar
& St.Yulithy the Holy Theotokos Baselios
3 15 15 3

26 29
 November
4 :: (i

T

St.Bahanam & St.Sara HH Geevarghese |

St.Gregorios  HH Mathewsl HH Augen | St.lgnatos St.Thomas

Parumala Noorono
2 8 8 10 17 20 21
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