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SUNDAY SCHOOL CORNER

(Information on Sunday Schools - Outside Kerala)

ORTHODOX SYRIAN

OSSAE - OUTSIDE KERALA REGION ASSOUATION OF THE Bt

Orthodox Syrian Sunday School Association of the East
Outside Kerala Region was identified for the efficient
coordination of the Sunday Schools Outside Kerala. The
diocese of Ahamedabad, Bangalore, Mumbai, Brahmawar,
Calcutta, Delhi and Madras come under the jurisdiction
of OSSAE OKR Region. All regions and Sunday schools of
Malankara Orthodox Sunday School Association of the
East come under the presidentship of H.G. Dr. Yacob Mar
Irenaios. H.G. Dr. Joseph Mar Dionasius Metropolitan of
Calcutta Diocese is the present president of OKR as well v
as one among the vice presidents of OSSAE. H.G. Dr. Yacob
Mar Irenaios (president of OSSAE) and Fr. Dr. Reji Mathew
(DG of OSSAE) were the first president and director of
OSSAE OKR respectively. Fr. Dr. K. Geevarghese was the
second director of OKR.

H.G. Joseph Mar Dionesius
Metropolitan of the Calcutta Diocese
Rev Fr. Dr. Bijesh Philip, Principal, St. Thomas Orthodox President of OSSAE-OKR
Thelogical Seminary, Nagpur is the present director of
OSSAE-OKR. Fr. John Mathew is serving as the treasurer. Fr. PC. Thomas, Mr. Thomas George
(Bangalore) are the OVBS director, Secretary respectively of OKR.

There shall be a director in each diocese to look after the affairs of the diocese. The list of the
present directors of the different OKR dioceses are given below.

Ahamadabad - Mr. K.I. Thomas
Bangalore = Dr. George P.
Brahmawar - Mr. Alexander Mathew
Calcutta - Mr. K.C. Eapen

Madras - Mr. Mohan Daniel
Mumbai s Mr. Sunny Pariyaram

Each diocese of the OKR shall be divided into zones comprising of not more than 25 Sunday
Schools and each zone shall be under the care of a zonal secretary.

The renewed OSSAE curriculum is followed in our Sunday Schools all over the world. However
the OKR has got its own OVBS curriculum; the annual theme is decided by the OVBS central
committee. The Sunday School day is celebrated in the OSSAE-OKR region on the Sunday of the
birth of John the Baptist (December).

At present there are 192 Sunday Schools actively functioning under the OSSAE-OKR.
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LATE LAMENTED CATHOLICOI IN MALANKARA

H Mar Baselius HH Mar Baselius HH Mar Baselius
Paulose | Geevarghese | Geevarghese ||

HH Mar Baselius HH Mar Baselius HH Mar Baselius HH Mar Baselius
Augen | Marthoma Mathews | Marthoma Mathews Il Marthoma Didymus |

STUDENTS’ CORNER
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Merin S. Thomas . OVBS Tree
Class IV, St. George Orthodox Sunday School Mathew Jacob
Kizhakkupuram Mar Baselius Sunday School, Kurichy

HH Mar Baselius Marthoma Paulose Il (Catholicos of the East & Malankara Metropolitan)
[5th from Left] with Three Oriental & Two Byzantine Orthodox Church Primates including two
Popes [Left to Right] HB Chrysostomos Il (Archbishop of Cyprus), HH Abuna Mathias (Patriarch of
Ethiopia), HH Pope Tawadros Il (Coptic Patriarch of Alexandria), HH Aram | Keshishian (Armenian
Catholicos of Cilicia), HHB Pope Theodoros Il (Greek Patriarch of Alexandria), HE Cardinal Kurt
Koch (Roman Catholic Church)
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MALANKARA ORTHODOX SYRIAN CHURCH
ORTHODOX SYRIAN SUNDAY SCHOOL ASSOCIATION OF THE EAST

Dr.Yakob Mar Irenaios Sion Seminary,Koratty East P.O
President Thrissur, Kerala-680 308
Ph: 0480-2732023, 2734818
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The Risen Christ and
the Joy of the World to Come

Fr. Dr. Bijesh Philip

(Continued from last issue)

Decisive Final Exam known as the
Last Judgment

The last Judgment is an inescapable re-
ality for all humans endowed with free will
(Heb 9:27; I Pet 4:5; Rev 20:12; I Cor 4:5,
etc.). Christ comes again as the judge of the
world (Mt. 25:31-46, II Cor. 5:10, II Timo-
thy 4:1; Rev. 19:15). In most Biblical por-
trayal of the last judgment, mythical and
poetic language has been used. So instead
of taking everything described literally, an
interpretation of them is essential to have
an understanding of the major theme. The
central theme of the understanding of
judgment is that God through Jesus will
judge all people and the ethical behaviour
or fulfillment of His commandments will
be a decisive criterion of judgment. The ul-
timate judgment is primarily an act of sep-
arating the good from the bad and the true
from the false. It is noticeable that the
Greek word for judging ‘kpinein’ means to
separate. The positive will ultimately be lib-
erated from its mixture with the negative.
The appearance of evil as positive, vanishes
in the face of the eternal. In this sense, God
in his eternal life is called a “burning fire”,
burning that which pretends to be positive
but is not.

The last judgment will be ultimate vic-
tory and triumph of God. Even if Christ
conquered Satan and death, they are still
functioning in the world. But in the end, all
negative forces will be destroyed forever
(Rev. 20:10; Ps 109:1). It gives meaningful-
ness to the constant conflict between the

good and evil in history. Even if the forces
of darkness get momentary victories in his-
tory, the last judgment will bring truth to
light and the good will have the ultimate
triumph. Judgment will not only be a tor-
ment and punishment for the deliberate
choice of wickedness but also an awarding
of good (Mt. 25:31 -46)

Passing to Eternal Destiny

The Second Coming of Christ will coin-
cide with the culmination or fulfillment of
history. As H.G. Paulos Mar Gregorios says
“History is an interim between the disclo-
sure and the fulfillment of its meaning.
History is the nursery and kindergarten of
Mankind. Man in the world of History is
like a seed in the ground, an embryo in the
womb” (Cosmic man p.199). And the ex-
pression “new heaven and new earth” indi-
cates the history in its fulfilment. All things,
since they are good by creation, participate
in the divine life after purification (Rom
8:19). Everything will be liberated from the
negative element with which it is entangled
within existence and will be invited to en-
joy the blessedness of eternity. The final
stage will not be a repetition of the original
stage or the earthly paradise but a new
heaven & new earth where real perfection
and fullness of life and consequent joy in
communion with God will be experienced.
We shall be with Christ and “we shall see God
as He is” and will be like Him then(I Jn. 3:2).

Eastern Theology describes a steady ad-
vance of man in eternity (which is known
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as epektasis). Gregory of Nyssa says that
even in heaven perfection is an eternal
growth. So man in eternity is always reach-
ing forward to God who is infinite & per-
fect and advances from “Glory to Glory”.

The “heaven” and “hell” are symbols and
not descriptions of localities. They express
states of blessedness or intimate commun-
ion with God and despair or separation
from the source of life.

Those who pass the exam are promoted
to higher class. In fact life as a whole is de-
ciding our eternal destiny. However for
those who do not postpone their repent-
ance deliberately, the Crucified and resur-
rected Jesus Christ serves as a mercy seat or
compassionate source for their renewal and
promotion to a new life and new heaven.
Jesus’ words from the cross to the repenting
thief affirms this: "Today, you will be with
me in Paradise." He is also waiting to the
fullness of his eternal destiny at the end.

Reluctance to describe or accept
certain details

Christ frequently taught about the unex-
pected timing of his Second Coming (Mt
24:36; 1 Thess 5:2; Mt 24:37-44 etc). His ap-
pearance in glory will be in a time when it
will be least expected. That is why the Or-
thodox Tradition based on the revelation in
Christ tries to stimulate preparation for the
event rather than calculation about its tim-
ing. Taught by Christ, the Church exhorts
everyone to virtue, righteousness, acts of
peacemaking and compassion and prepa-
ration for the judgment rather than guess-
ing the timing of His advent. In his letter to
Titus, St. Paul exhorts: “Denying ungodli-
ness and worldly lusts, we should live so-
berly, righteously, and godly in the present
age, looking for the blessed hope and glori-
ous appearing of our great God and Sav-
iour Jesus Christ, Who gave Himself for us
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that He might redeem us from every law-
less deed and purify for Himself His own
special people, zealous for good works”
(Titus 2:12-14). Mainstream Christianity
usually refrain from offering predictions
about the actual date of second coming and
a clear cut method of it because of the
thinking that such details are not essential
for salvation. This is also rejected by the
Church because it is based on distorted
Scriptural interpretation. It must be noted
that St. Peter strongly warns against such
interpretations (2 Peter 1:20).

Meaning of the Vision of the End
Most of the scientists think that a frustrat-
ing and hopeless end is waiting for the pre-
sent universe. It will be either a contraction
of the universe to a Big Crunch or a progres-
sive expansion to a freezing. Christian escha-
tological vision is joyous and glorious hope
regarding the life beyond this visible world.
The doctrine of the resurrection implies
that there will be an eternal significance for
our physical existence as a whole. There
will also be a joyous reunion with our be-
loved departed ones. The vision of judg-
ment gives freedom from the pressure and
craze to seek honour from others. Under-
standing of the last judgment gives the con-
fidence that good things will be recognized
and rewarded by God. When Christ says ‘I
do not seek honour from men’ (Jn.5.41) we
feel the reflection of this freedom. And also
the vision of Judgment gives freedom from
prejudice, prejudgment and the temptation
to condemn others. It is a strong instruc-
tion that “judge nothing before time until
the Lord comes” (I Cor. 4:5) St. Paul writes
in Romans 14: 10: “But why do you judge
your brother? Or why do you show con-
tempt for your brother? For we shall all
stand before the judgment seat of Christ.”
(Continued in page 16) p
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» (Continued from page 12)

St. Basil the Great was fully convinced
about the connection between historical
life and eternal life. Life beyond history will
not be so comfortable for those who re-
fused to comfort the needy because of their
overindulgence in their own comforts. He
beautifully describes how one’s own ac-
tions will judge them at the end:

"Will you not bring before your eyes the
Judgment Seat of Christ? What will you say
in your own deafens, when all around you
stand those whom you have treated unjust-
ly, denouncing you before the righteous
Judge? .... Wherever you turn your gaze,
you will clearly behold the apparition of
your evil acts: here the tears of the orphan,
there the groaning of the widow, elsewhere
the poor whom you have trampled down,
the servants whom you have brutalized, the
neighbours whom you have treated outra-
geously. All your deeds will rise up before
you; the wicked chorus of your wrong do-
ings will beset you on all sides(Basil, To the
Rich In On Social Justice, translated by C.
Paul Schroeder. New York: St. Vladimir’s
Seminary Press, 2009, 52).At the same time
St. Basil says that beneficiaries of the good
works of the righteous will be advocates in
the end before God

Although Christ is the judge, as a matter
of fact, it is we who pronounce judgment
upon ourselves. In a special way through
our choices every day we pronounce judg-
ment for ourselves (Jn. 3:19-21). This judg-
ment is a personal encounter with Christ
the light and in the searching light of
Christ’s life and teachings, each one is mo-
tivated for a judgment of his or her life (Jn
3:19). And the final judgment will be an af-
firmation of this.

Jesus' eschatological teachings as a whole
is an exhortation for our repentance and
commitment to freedom, love, justice and
peace. Christianity hopes for God’s rule of

16

peace, love and justice to be materialized in
history. However the fullness or perfection
of such experience will be in the life beyond
history only.

In the Gospel accounts there are de-
scriptions about many unusual signs like
wars, earthquakes, darkening of sun, falling
of stars associated with the end time.(Mt.
24, Mk 13, Lk. 21). These descriptions can
be understood symbolically as the destruc-
tion of our limited world view so that the
vision and experience of the Kingdom of
God will be opened in us. It also gives abun-
dant hope to one who is entangled in a
grave crisis or persecution or tribulation. It
gives an inspiration to see the bright future
beyond the calamities and the catastrophes
and to take up the responsibility of spread-
ing the Gospel earnestly and urgently.

Vision of the second coming of Christ
and the new world to come really gives us
freedom from our slavery to and worship
of a luxurious paradise on earth and also
from our indifference to this world. One
major objective of Christian eschatology is
to equip us to take our life in this world
more responsibly.

Christianity doesn’t accept an evolu-
tionary optimism with respect to history.
History in itself is not powerful enough to
bring it to a perfect completion. Our hope
is that calamities & corruptions in history
will be terminated by the Almighty God
and His kingdom will be established forev-
er and ever. Eschatological vision cautions
to take the earthly life seriously and respon-
sibly. The church which is already in a real-
ized eschatology has a mission to bring
paradise on earth. Through the liturgy &
mission of the church, the people must be
able to experience a bit of new heaven on
earth of which the completion will be be-
yond history. Resurrection of Christ is
foundational to our vision of hope and the
last things. 4
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